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Friday, May 1 1 th, 6 - 10 p.m.

Belle and the Band
In Concer t for Wildlife !

The Junction at Monroe

20 1 1 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida

T ickets — $ 15

Restaurant & bar open at 6 p.m. Music begins at 7 p.m. Come early for the
Junction’s home-cooked dinner specialties and tasty, local craft beers.

St. Francis Wildlife rescued this Sherman’s Fox Squirrel as an orphan. These animals have
wide variations in coloration, but this one has the masked face with a black head and white
nose and ears, like most that are seen.
Photo by Teresa Stevenson

Sherman’s Fox Squirrel
By Sandy Beck

St. Francis Wildlife receives
hundreds of orphaned and injured
grey squirrels and flying squirrels
every year, but fox squirrels —
about twice the size of common
grey squirrels — are rare visitors.
This past fall, we rescued, raised
and successfully released two of
these beautiful animals (one is pictured above).
Sherman's Fox Squirrel lives in
South Georgia and Northeastern and
Central Florida, especially in areas
where there are longleaf pines and
sandhills.
It is a protected species of special concern because it has lost so
much of its habitat.
This squirrel spends more time
on the ground than grey and flying
squirrels, and probably got the “fox”
part of its name because of its
bushy, foxlike tail and loping gait.
The “Sherman” part, however, is
an interesting story. It was named in
honor of Dr. Harley B. Sherman,
who taught at the University of

Florida from 1925 to 1955. He invented the first humane small animal trap that he and his graduate
students used in their field research.
Mammologists still consider this
folding trap an essential tool.
Dr. Sherman called it the
“world's best mouse trap. It keeps
them alive and happy.”
Today, his granddaughter, Rebecca Colon is the CEO of H.B.
Sherman Traps, Inc. in Tallahassee.
An animal lover, she is continuing
her grandfather’s tradition and has
also donated several traps to St.
Francis Wildlife.
Rebecca lives on a large tract of
land in Monticello, FL, and feels
fortunate to share her property with
her grandfather’s namesake.
“They are pretty elusive. Fox
squirrels will never come to a
feeder, but I see several on our property.
“One is all silver, another one is
a cream color, and I’ve seen another
that is all black. They’re beautiful,
and they’re all different colors! Rebecca said.”

Photo by Larry Coltharp

All sales benefit St. Francis Wildlife.

Mike Snelling, upright bass; Mickey Abraham, mandolin; Kathryn Belle Long, vocals; Kevin Robertson, guitar.

Belle and the Band, a harmony of immense musical talent
— folk, mixed with jazz and bluegrass roots —
will dedicate their music to helping local injured, orphaned,
and sick wildlife at St. Francis Wildlife.

Pretty ‘possum wins
Tallahassee Democrat’s
UNselfie Contest

On Giving Tuesday, October 29th, Tallahassee Democrat readers voted for their favorite UNselfie photos, submitted by local non-profits.
Our disabled opossum,
Pepé, won by a nose!
St. Francis Wildlife’s prizes
include a $500 grant from the
Community Foundation of
North Florida and $500 toward a direct mail fundraising
campaign from Target Print &
Mail, which was used to sort,
label, and mail this newsletter!

