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Would you like to see your
business ad in

Wildlife Matters?

Become a Community
Conservation Partner.

For a tax-deductible donation,
business partners receive ads 

in our newsletter Wildlife Matters
and a link on our web site.

For details, please contact: 

Barbara Barnett
barbbarnett@stfranciswildlife.org

850.562.4379 
www.stfranciswildlife.org/

ccp.html

Hummingbirds in the
summer garden
By Donna Legare

We watched the arrival of Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds from Central
America in mid-March, and then, for
those of us in town, they seemed to
disappear.

After nesting in wooded swamps
and forests in more rural areas, they
began to show up again in our city
gardens. By early August, the popula-
tion peaks, and I see them regularly.
I don't have a feeder up - just lots of
great hummer plants – I would proba-
bly see more if I had a feeder. Just
recently, I have watched humming-
birds feeding at pentas, ironweed,
shrimp plant, various blue salvias and
firebush in our garden.

Hummingbirds will continue to feed
on nectar producing plants, insects
and on sugar water dispensed from
hummingbird feeders until they
migrate this fall. For those of you in 
the country, hummingbirds probably 

visit your feeders and nectar plants
continuously d u r i n g the nesting season.

Brian Bryson reported a unique
problem at his home in the Lloyd
area. He planted a firebush not far
from the deck to attract butterflies
and hummingbirds. Firebush is a thick
bushy perennial that sports tubular
orange flowers with abundant nectar;
it is a hummingbird favorite.
Unfortunately, his cat took advantage
of the situation, hiding in the thick
foliage in wait for hummingbirds and
was successful in killing two.

Since his farm cat cannot stay
inside, Brian solved the problem by
removing the very attractive firebush.
Hummingbirds still visit his feeder
which is out in the open. The cat has
nowhere to hide near the feeder and
so cannot surprise a quick humming-
bird. 

Cats present a problem to area
wildlife and each of us has to solve
the problem in our own way. Keeping
cats inside is the best solution, but
there are other approaches that may
work as Brian has shown.

If you use a feeder to attract hum-
mingbirds, clean it regularly and refill
with four parts water to one part
white sugar. By providing nectar bear-
ing perennials, vines, trees and
shrubs for hummingbirds, you will
create habitat not only for hummers
but also for insect pollinators and
other wildlife as well. 

Donna Legare is co-owner of Native
Nurseries and a St. Francis Wildlife
Community Conservation Business
Partner.

www.wildclassroom.net

850-528-0823

Unique classroom programs and assemblies
feature disabled wildlife from St. Francis Wildlife. 

Since 1989, we have presented engaging environmental education pro-
grams developed with grants from the Florida Advisory Council on
Environmental Education and the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.

All programs and assemblies include live animals and are adaptable for all
grade levels. Materials for post-program activities and correlations to

Sunshine State Standards are available.

NEW!  WILD CLASSROOM TEACHER GRANTS
www.wildclassroom.net/WCGrantProgram.html

The St. Francis Wildlife Association is pleased to solicit
applications from teachers in Title I public schools in Leon
and Gadsden counties for its 2009 Wild Classroom Grant. 

St. Francis Wildlife will award grants for FREE Wild Classroom programs to
three classroom teachers. Application deadline: October 2, 2009.

The Wild Classroom Grant Program is an environmental education initiative
that seeks to ensure the future of wildlife conservation by:

1. Promoting awareness, appreciation and understanding of native wildlife. 

2. Encouraging an interdisciplinary approach to learning that makes appre-
ciation of native wildlife an integral part of the curriculum in all schools.

St. Francis Wildlife T-shirts: owls, bears and
bunnies – oh, my!

St. Francis Wildlife has the coolest T-shirts in town thanks to local

nature artist Brian Bryson who sketches St. Francis Wildlife’s patients. Artwork
(designs above) and T-shirts are donated so 100% of your purchase bene-
fits sick, injured and orphaned wildlife.

We have children’s and adult’s sizes, long sleeves, short sleeves and sweat-

shirts available at our events (please see Events Calendar at 

www.stfranciswildlife.org , or to

pick up shirts in Tallahassee, email paulaboney@stfranciswildlife.org.

Left to right: Dean Humphrey accepts
a check from Capital City Bank
Business Banker Eric D. Davis. 

PHOTO/Donna Cross

Thank you, Capital City Bank
St. Francis Wildlife has a new 

incubator and cages for orphaned
songbirds thanks to a generous 
$1,000 grant from Capital City Bank 
in Tallahassee – a great place to do
business!

St. Francis Wildlife
patient statistics,
April 1 - July 31

755 birds
452 mammals
94 reptiles

These are just some
of the orphaned,
injured and sick ani-
mals that St. Francis
Wildlife cared for:
5 Bald Eagles
36 Hawks 
6 Great Horned Owls

13 Barred Owls
5 Vultures
5 Broad-Winged
Hawks
2 Nighthawks
3 Mississippi Kites
8 White-tailed Deer
13 Foxes

http://www.stfranciswildlife.org/calendar.html
mailto:deanhumphrey@stfranciswildlife.org
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