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The storm in Tallahassee on February 24
was a “frog strangler.” Winds gusted to 40
mph and the rain blew in torrents. 

When the deluge subsided, a tiny, baby
river otter had been washed away from his
mother in a rushing stream at Cascades Park. 

City of Tallahassee employee Sandi Lewis
discovered him, helpless and alone. She
scooped him up and headed for St. Francis
Wildlife.

Director Teresa Stevenson examined him.
The baby was 970 grams (about two pounds),
five weeks old, and healthy.

That evening, Teresa took the little pup
back to the park in an effort to reunite him
with his mother. He cried for her, frantically,
but she did not appear. So Teresa took him
back to St. Francis Wildlife.

“Otters need to grow up with their own
kind to learn otter etiquette and behave nor-
mally when they are released,” Teresa said.

So while the little otter received around-
the-clock nurturing, she searched for another
wildlife rehabilitation facility in Florida that
also had an orphaned baby river otter about
the same age as ours. 

Teresa located one in Homosassa, and on
March 10, the little boy went on a long road
trip. When they met, the two baby river otters
reached for one another and cuddled.

The following
week, another
orphaned baby river
otter arrived at St.
Francis Wildlife.
This one was a little
girl. Two days later,
Teresa drove her
down to Homosassa,
where she joined her
two new brothers.

In the fall, all
three will be released
together at
Homosassa Springs. 

‘O�erly’adorable   
By Sandy Beck       

Orphaned river o�er pups get a 
second chance to live wild and free.

Above:  In an aww-some moment, orphaned river otter #1 snuggles with an otter stuffed toy.  Photo by Teresa

Stevenson.  Below:  Teresa cares for baby river otter #1. Photo by Kris Petersen, The Pod.  

To see our baby otter movie, check out the March 15 post on our Facebook page (and please “like” us!).

Spring Event Calendar
Come to these wild events to support 
St. Francis Wildlife. 

Annual St. Francis Wildlife Baby Shower
Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Downtown
Marketplace, Ponce de Leon Park, Park Avenue &
Monroe Street, Tallahassee. See page 6.

St. Francis Wildlife Behind-the-Scenes Visit and
New Volunteer Orientation. Saturday, May 7, 12
noon - 2 p.m., at St. Francis Wildlife, 5580 Salem
Road,  Quincy (4 miles west of Havana). See page 6.

2nd Annual St. Francis WildlifeFest! Saturday, May
28, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., at White Dog Plantation (formerly
Nicholson Farmhouse), 200 Coca Cola Avenue, Havana.
See page 3.

In Concert for Wildlife
Friday, June 10, 7:00 - 10 p.m., at the Warehouse, 706
W Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Pierce Pettis, 
Mimi Hearn & Mike Palecki  See page 5.

Updated list of our events at www.stfranciswildlife.org.

What you o�er know
The secretive river otter is found in

healthy aquatic habitats, from inland rivers
and ponds to coastal marshes and swamps. 

An adult—long, sleek and slender—is 20
to 30 pounds (males are larger) and three to
five feet, from head to tail. 

They have an oily, waterproof coat and
webbed toes—perfect adaptations for their
watery lifestyle. In a dive, they tightly close
their small ears and nostrils, and their pulse
slows considerably to conserve oxygen. 

These playful carnivores have boundless
energy and a voracious appetite. They relish
crayfish, crabs, fish, birds, and small mam-
mals. Long whiskers help sense prey in dark
water, and sharp teeth snare it.

They may live in a burrow on a riverbank,
under tree roots, or in a repurposed beaver
lodge.

At the top of the food chain, river otters
are pursued by other predators, including alli-
gators, but are often saved by their natural
agility, speed and ferocity.
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Thank you from the bottom of our wild hearts for these donations.

A special thank you to these
veterinary hospitals 

� Allied Veterinary Emergency 
Hospital

� Animal Eye Clinic 
� Alternative Veterinary 
    Medicine
� Bradfordville Animal Hospital
� North Florida Animal Hospital
� Northampton Veterinary Clinic
� Northwood Animal Hospital 

Because of space constraints we
list donations of $100 or more;
however, please know that we
appreciate every single donation. 
Stewards
Stephen & Billie June Clark
Fred Vroom

Guardians
Akerman LLP, Tallahassee 

Office
Chanta Combs
Havana Garden Club
Kelly Craft
Joyce Phipps
Tallahassee Action Grants/ 

Community Thrift Store
Ronnie & Betty Tapp

Sponsors
Dave Bright
Ruby Bryant
Martin Dix
Jennifer Sindt

Friends
Shirley Louise Aaron
Charles & Maureen Alldredge
Ken & Carol Allman
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Bacon
Myrtle Bailey
Polly & Tom Beason
Susan T. Burn
Sandra & William Calhoun
Grete Case
Jan Collier
Jake Cox
Moritz & Penny Dehler
Ginny Densmore
Margaret Feaster
March & Sean Fisher
Connie Gaede
James Giles
Carol Chenoweth & Mark
Goldman
Margaret & Gary Griffin
Michael & Judith Hanna
Peter & Ursel Homann
Kathleen Hubbard
Helen Susanne Hunt
Richard & Linda Hyson 
Venus James
Susan & Jerry Johns
Susan Jordan
Rae Kelly
Gordon & Melanie Longhurst
Klein
Keith Baxter, Kool Beanz Café
R.C. & Kathleen Lacher
Ronald & Linda Lee
Ted & Lassie Lee
Jeffrey Mandel
Herb Marshall
Charles & Victoria McClure
Keith & Becky McNeill
James Houston & Allen Moore
Native Nurseries of Tallahassee
Ingrid Olsen
John & Karen Boggs Pelham
Douglas Perry
Bruce & Ruth Anne Platt
Melinda Ramsey
Thomas Range
George & Ruth Reynolds
Claude Richbourg
Dr. & Mrs. Jim L. Rodgers
Kay & James Sauers
Clay & Kay Schnitker
Pam Seaton
Craig & Lynn Shaw
Margaret Smyly
Jeffery & Marguerite Soff
Ray & Elisabeth Spencer
Janet Stringer (Stringer
Acoustical Ceilings)
Jesse & Catherine Hope Suber
David & Angela Triplett
Caroline Weiler
Karen Willes
Dr. & Mrs. Calvin E. Zongker

In Memory of
George & Helen Hunt 
From
Helen Hunt

Dink & Betty
McLenon
From
Linda Young

Dr. Paul Nicoletti
From
Wendy Johnston

Ronald Watson
From
Larry Duemmling

Fred Sanfilippo
From
Sandy and Bob Beck

In Honor of
Jay Ammerman,
Owner of Black Thumb
Services
From
Evonn Gibbs  

Margie Perry
From
Becky McNeill  

Tim Vaccaro’s birthday
From
Judy Gross

Sincere Thanks To
� Modern Mailers for their
mailing services.
� ElectroNet for hosting our
web site & email.
� Law, Redd, Crona &
Munroe, P.A. for doing our
taxes pro bono all these years
� COSTCO for donating fresh
produce that feeds our animals!
� Mark Dent for a chainsaw.

�

Harvest Printing for discount-
ed printing services.
� Bill’s Signs for donating our
banners.
� Mark and Laurie Forare,
our great neighbors who help
with grounds care and also
maintain our road with their
tractor.
� City of Tallahassee
Commissioners and Mayor
Gillum, for voting to reinstate
funding for our services.
� Kelly Craft for a clothes
dryer.
� Pat Simmons and Emily
Shaw (great volunteers!) for
doing SO many of our rescues
the last few months.
� Barb Barnett, another vol-
unteer extraordinaire, for her 

extra wildlife care help at our
hospital the last few months.
� FSU Campus Sustainability
for donations from the “Chuck
it for Charity” program for our
wildlife hospital.

Staff members, left to right, Mary
Krehely, Kelley Gray, Michelle
Robinson, Ann Lewis, and Teresa
Stevenson.     Thank you SO much

to Shelby Boykin
(pictured) and her 
fellow members of the
Leon High School
Pierian National
Honor Society for 
collecting this amazing
amount of items on 
St. Francis Wildlife’s
Wish List (see page 8)
and delivering it all to
our wildlife hospital. 
    Photo by Michelle    
Robinson.

 These attorneys and their
staff have big hearts! The
Ackerman LLP office 
collected $884 for St. Francis
Wildlife, which grew to
$1,768 thanks to our March
Match campaign!  In this
photo, attorney Marty Dix,
also a St. Francis Wildlife
volunteer, holds our Great
Horned Owl "Bubo," while
Education Director Sandy
Beck (next to Bubo) accepts
the super-sized check.

The Havana
Garden Club
presented St.Francis
Wildlife with a $500
donation—that 
morphed into a
$1,000 donation,
thanks to our March
Match campaign!
Thank you, Wendy
Adams, Havana
Garden Club 
treasurer (on right),
for personally deliv-
ering the check to
wildlife care tech
Michelle Robinson!

Community Thrift Market

& Tallahassee Action

Grants, 

THANK YOU for our 

$500 grant award! 

Friends, this is a GREAT thrift
shop! And your donations and 

purchases benefit many 
worthy, local 

causes. A definite
win/win for
Tallahassee! 

1211 N. Monroe St. 
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T ickets
1 adult—$15 2 adults—$25

School-aged children w/adult—$5
5 & under w/adult—free

Cash or checks only.
Early-bird prize for first 50 families!

White Dog Plantation
200 Coca Cola Ave., Havana, FL 

SR-12/Havana Hwy.
(formerly Nicholson Farmhouse)

Tours and Programs
10 - 10:45: Foraging for Yummy Weeds 
    Over 1700 species of (native and non-native) plants
grow wild in our area. Explore White Dog Plantation’s
beautiful nature trail, ravine and natural spring with a
botanist who will teach you
how to pick out scores 
of nutritionally and medicinally
beneficial wild plants, like these
Spanish Needles, the most
widespread wild flower in the
Southeastern United States.
    Scott Davis is a ranger at St.
Marks National Wildlife Refuge
and board member of the
Florida Native Plant Society. 

         11 - 11:45: Raptors of 
                    the Red Hills

                  Meet several native birds of 
                     prey—hawks and owls. Learn   

their personal stories, the 
                     amazing  adaptations that enable
                     them to hunt and survive, and 
                     what we can all do to help them. 
                     Your heart will soar with each 
                     bird’s unique power and beauty.     
Sandy Beck is St. Francis Wildlife’s education director. 

12 - 12:45: T imeTravel
at White Dog         
 Enjoy a personal tour of
White Dog Plantation,
Gadsden County’s oldest farm,
and its village of beautifully
restored historical buildings—
including the c.1828
Nicholson farmhouse
(National Historic Register)
and the 1925 Shady Rest, once
the area’s most raucous and
infamous honky-tonk.    
Lynn Badger is the owner of White Dog Plantation. 

1 - 1:45:  In Cold Blood 
    Reptiles and amphibians have lived on our planet
for millions of years. Get close up and personal with a
wide variety of live, native turtles, snakes, frogs and 
                     an alligator! Learn about the 
                     important roles they all play in 
                     nature, their strange and 
                     wonderful adaptations,       

         and how to safely 
                                                appreciate and help your 
                                                scaly neighbors.                     
                     David Cook is a wildlife 
biologist at the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation
Commission.                           

So Much to Do!
* Live Music and Dancing

* Silent Auction
Wildlife Ar t & Natural Collectibles
Scheduled Tours & Programs

(on right)
* Wild Animals & Wild Experiences

(on left)

* Wildlife Ar t Contest & Prizes
(for children)

* Picnic Under the Oaks
Bring your blankets, chairs & lunch.

* Cold drinks and snacks
* Animal Balloon-Twist Ar tist 
* Bring your cameras for 

 spectacular wildlife photos!       
* St. Francis Wildlife

 T-shir ts, children’s 
 wildlife books, unique 
 wildlife jewelry and more!
                 

Wild Family Fun 
Under the Oaks 

Raptors and Marsupials
St. Francis Wildlife
Live owls, hawks and an opossum! Compare your
wingspan with Hawks and Eagles and your grip with a
Great Horned Owl. Make nests for orphaned birds.
Wildlife Art Contest for kids with prizes!

Tur t les, Snakes, Frogs and a Gator!
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
Handle and learn about Live, native
turtles, snakes, frogs, and an alligator!

Birding for Beginners
Apalachee Audubon & Native Nurseries
Learn how to use binoculars to identify common back-
yard birds. Find and identify “planted” songbirds!

Honeybees and Beekeeping
           Apalachee Beekeepers  
           Association
                     Discover honey bees and beekeeping.
Try out cool beekeeping gear. Learn how honey is made
and taste several varieties. Observe a real beehive.

Wildlife Discovery & Bass Fishing
Florida’s Youth Conservation Center
Live animals and practice casting for backyard bass for
all ages and skill levels.

Meet the Gopher Tor toise
Gopher Tor toise Management
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
Experience an interactive gopher tortoise burrow and its
inhabitants, meet a live gopher tortoise, and learn how
to help this threatened species.

Fish, Crabs, Seahorses and More! 
Gulf Specimen Marine Lab Sea Mobile
Touch live starfish, sea urchins, conchs, starfish and
crabs. Also—live stingrays, seahorses, 
octopus, shrimp, fish and invertebrates 
from the Gulf of Mexico.

Florida Bears
Black Bear Management
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission  
Participate in activities that teach how 
biologists calculate numbers of bears 
when estimating populations and how 
biologists track bears. 

Aliens Among Us!
Tallahassee-St. Marks Area State Parks
Aliens may live in your backyard!  Play the "Who Am
I?" game with local native and exotic animals. Prizes for
winners! Also, live snakes! 

Special Thanks to These Generous Sponsors
White Dog Plantation    Earl Bacon Agency

Brennan Law Office P.A.     Bill’s Signs 
Harvest Printing    The Pod Advertising

2nd Annual

St. Francis WildlifeFest
Saturday, May 28, 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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    Three owls, a turtle, a bat, a duck, nine baby
opossums, one adult opossum (with a baby),
eight baby songbirds and two adult songbirds.
Those are the 27 animals that Jenny Decker,
one of St. Francis Wildlife's rescuers, brought
to our wildlife hospital. And that was only her
second trip of the day. 
    This is Wild Baby Season, and St. Francis
Wildlife staff and volunteers are in over-
drive—rescuing and caring for spring’s
orphaned and injured wild babies, 24/7, in
addition to the sick and injured adults.
    Some ask, “Why interfere with nature?” The
majority of animals that wildlife rehabilitators
receive are orphaned or injured because of
us—our pets, cars, buildings, chainsaws, lawn
mowers . . . you get the idea. 
    New construction also continues to displace
wildlife, and new roads further fragment the
routes they use to find food, water and each
other, so animals continue to turn up at the 
St. Francis Wildlife hospital in huge numbers,
year after year.
    Does every wild baby animal you find need
rescuing? Probably not. Just like humans, most
wild mothers have powerful maternal instincts
and will not abandon their little ones. It can be
difficult to resist the urge to pick up an
adorable baby and give it a little water or food.
But here’s what you should know . . .

Baby birds
    •  Never give them water. Birds breathe
through a hole in their tongue, so they will
“drown” if you place water in their mouths.
Most baby birds get their moisture from juicy
insects.
    •  Replace a featherless or downy baby in its

nest. Its parents will not reject it;
most don’t have a sense of smell. If
you can't find the nest, attach a little
basket filled with pine straw to the
shady side of the closest tree or
bush. Place the baby inside and
observe from a distance.

•  Leave fully feathered juve-
niles with short wing and tail feath-
ers (fledglings) on the ground.
Parents protect and feed them until
they can fly in a couple of days. 

Rabbits and deer
They do not stay with their

babies all the time; they feed else-
where to deter predators. .   

Bunnies are independent at three
weeks of age or when four inches
long in a sitting position.

Baby Squirrels
    Try to reunite them with their mothers.
First warm the baby, then place in a box
beneath the tree from which he fell. Take pets
inside and watch from a window for the parent
to return. 

Opossums
    Many people find baby opossums now.
Some become orphaned after the mother is
killed. Others become orphaned when they fall
from her back.
    Opossums are North America’s only mar-
supial (think kangaroo). Baby opossums are
carried in their mother's pouch. If an opossum
has been hit by a car, check her pouch. Only
females have pouches. If her babies are still
alive, remove them, place them on an old 
T-shirt (never a towel), keep them warm, and
take them to St. Francis Wildlife. 

If they are still attached to their deceased
mother's nipples, and you don't want to pull
them off, you can bring her and the babies. 
      If you find one baby opossum check the
surrounding area. There may be more—the
mother has 13 nipples! Be very quiet and listen
for "sneezing" sounds that the babies would
make to call the mother. If the opossum is 
seven inches long from nose to rump, not
including the tail, it's already independent.

These animals always need help
� The parent is dead, and the baby is help-
less—too young to be on its own.
� The animal is weak, thin, cold, or sick.
� It is bleeding or injured.
� A cat or dog caught the animal.
� Flies or other insects are on or around it.
� Animal is in obvious danger—any life-
threatening situation.
      
Never touch these animals
      Always call St. Francis Wildlife for rabies
vectors—mammals such as raccoons, foxes,
and bats, even babies. Birds and reptiles do not
carry rabies. Florida’s opossums, squirrels and
rabbits are extremely uncommon rabies vec-
tors, but it is still wise to use gloves as your
scent may attract predators.

Keep your pets, and wildlife, safe
    Many of the injured babies brought to us
were caught by pets. Hungry owls, hawks,
coyotes and other predators, in turn, prey on
cats and small dogs. Please keep your small
dogs close by and your cats indoors, especially
during baby season. 

When you’ve decided a wild animal
needs our help
      For our addresses, phone numbers and
transport advice, please turn to page 8 of this
newsletter and read:  “How to help sick,
injured or orphaned wildlife.” Thank you!

  
    

How to help nature’s babies 
By Sandy Beck 

     
Spring and summer is not a good time to trim trees. A car-
ing tree company employee brought us a hollow branch
with these six hungry baby White-breasted Nuthatches that
narrowly missed his chainsaw 70-feet above the earth. They
are being raised at St. Francis Wildlife and will be released
very soon. If possible, please leave tree trimming to late fall
and winter.                                    Photo by Sandy Beck

Orphaned cottontail bunny. Photo by Kris Petersen, The Pod.

This mother opossum was hit by a car at the beginning of March. She had 
seven tiny babies in her pouch that were removed so Northwood Animal
Hospital could suture her wounds. After she recovered and was stable, 

                        we returned her babies.    Photo by Teresa Stevenson.
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Unfortunately, St. Francis Wildlife receives
many calls about wildlife struck by vehicles.
Wild animals are amazingly resilient to colli-
sions, and after rehabilitation and recondition-
ing, some can be released back into the wild.
Unfortunately, some others aren’t as lucky, but
their final moments can be made so much
more comfortable by simply taking the time to
stop and check on them. 

If you have that awful experience of acci-
dentally hitting a wild animal, the worst thing
you can do is keep driving, hoping it died
quickly. Yes, it takes courage to check on the
animal, but what if it did survive? What if it
could be saved? And, if it can’t, euthanasia in
the peace and quiet of St. Francis Wildlife,
rather than on the road, is more humane.

I have had the horrible experience of strik-
ing animals with my car, and I thought to
myself, surely this poor creature is dead. Each
time though, I got out and checked. And about
half of the time whatever I had struck is not
only still alive, but is able to be fully rehabili-
tated and returned to the wild. 

Other times, if the animal is deceased, I
always carry a pair of disposable gloves so I
can pick it up and take it as far off the road as
possible, to prevent other animals—scav-
engers—from also becoming victims. 

At St. Francis Wildlife, it is our honor to
heal animals that are hurt or sick, and it is also
an honor to be with other less fortunate ani-
mals at the time of their passing, making them
as comfortable as possible during their last
moments.  I truly believe it is one way we
humans can help to heal the Earth—one life at
a time.

Emily Shaw is a Deputy Sheriff with the
Leon County Sheriff’s Office. Off-duty, she is
a treasured St. Francis Wildlife volunteer.

Wild mamas don’t teach their 
babies to look both ways 
before crossing the street
By Emily Shaw 

How to make roads safer for wildlife
    Animals are drawn to roads to nibble
on tasty tidbits, such as apple cores and
candy wrappers, that people toss out car
windows. If an animal becomes roadkill,
predators, such as eagles, vultures and
crows, may dive in for an easy meal—
creating a lethal chain reaction. 
•   Don’t throw food on roadsides. Keep a
trash bag in your car. 
•   Don’t allow your beloved pets to roam.
•   If you see a deer cross the road, don’t
assume that you can now drive on. Others
may be behind it.
•   If you see a dead animal on the road,
drag its body way off to the side so it does
not attract other animals. 
•   If wildlife is injured, take it to 
St. Francis Wildlife or call us at 627-4151.
Tell us exactly where it is, and please
remain with it until we arrive (because it
may move). 
•   For injured pets call Animal Control.

When you arrive at White
Dog Plantation a carpet of
wildflowers dance in the
breeze, bluebirds dart from
fence post to fence post.
Hawks call from the old live
oaks and cicadas sing. 

  At the end of the long
driveway unfolds a 60-acre,
private retreat steeped in
Florida history—a village of
restored historical buildings.
Behind the village is a lush
ravine with a natural spring
and nature trail. 

Owner Lynn Badger lov-

ingly restored the site of the
former Nicholson
Farmhouse—and Gadsden’s
County’s oldest farm—to cre-
ate something new and won-
derful, and she graciously
opens her home once a year
to St. Francis Wildlife for our
St. Francis WildlifeFest.

We started small last year.
This year’s WildlifeFest will
be bigger and better with
nature programs and tours, a
unique silent auction, and live
music. Ten other wildlife
groups will join us to present

an impressive collection of
live animals and wild learning
experiences for the entire
family.

The silent auction will fea-
ture some amazing one-of-a-
kind items for nature lovers,
from paintings and quilts to a
handcrafted table with a Bald
Eagle base. Don’t forget your
checkbook! Every dollar col-
lected will benefit St. Francis
Wildlife. Please join us! 
    Look for details on page 3
of this newsletter.

Experience White Dog Plantation’s romantic country setting at WildlifeFest

Friday, June 10
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.

In Concer t for Wildlife 
at The Warehouse

706 W. Gaines Street, Tallahassee

Pierce Pettis 
Mimi Hearn

and

Mike Palecki
dedicate their music to help local

injured, orphaned, and sick wildlife. 

T ickets — $25
Cash or check

                        

  

 

All proceeds 
help us 
animals.

Seats are limited; 
please arrive early.

Thanks!

This orphaned beaver, five weeks old, has several wounds, 
but he is healing nicely.   Photo by Teresa Stevenson

“Just stay in the cab, Vern. . . 
Maybe that bear’s hurt and maybe he ain’t.”

Gary Larson
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             Photos, left to right:  1) Sandy rescues the Barred Owl. Photo/Becky Cederholm. 2) Michelle admits and examines the owl at 
St. Francis Wildlife’s hospital. Photo/Sandy Beck. 3) Sandy releases the recovered owl. Photo/Bob Beck.

4) Barred Owl, wild and free again. Photo/Bob Beck.

From rescue to release, one lucky
Tallahassee Barred Owl
    Becky Cederholm, an employee at Elizabeth’s
Designer Shop at the Betton Place Shopping Center in
Tallahassee, had just arrived for work when she saw a
Barred Owl sitting on the corner of Thomasville Road
and Betton Place. She called St. Francis Wildlife. 
    Education director Sandy Beck, who was nearby,
arrived in minutes, scooped up the stunned owl from
the busy intersection—where he had probably been hit 

by a car—and placed him in a box on a cozy cash-
mere shawl provided by Elizabeth’s. 
    When Sandy and the owl arrived at St. Francis
Wildlife, wildlife care tech Michelle Robinson gave 
him a thorough exam. He had head trauma and a
swollen foot. After medical care and two weeks of
TLC, he was ready to return home. 
    We released the beautiful owl in a wooded area in
the Forest Glen neighborhood, just two blocks from
his accident. He spread his wide wings and flew
straight up into the tallest tree, looked all around and
seemed to recognize that he was home again.

Help us celebrate our 38th 
Wild Baby Season at the annual

St. Francis Wildlife
Baby Shower!

Saturday, May 7 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Downtown Marketplace, Park Avenue & Monroe Street
     

� Live animals! � Learn how to help wild babies. � Face painting.
� Wildlife T-shirts, jewelry & children’s books for sale.

� Please bring a baby gift from our Wish List on Page 8.  

Behind-the-ScenesTour
and

Volunteer Orientation*
at St. Francis Wildlife

Saturday, May 7

Tour:  12 – 1 p.m.
Volunteer Orientation:  1 - 2 p.m.

St. Francis Wildlife
5580 Salem Rd., Quincy, FL 

(4 miles NW of Havana). 

(850) 627-4151  

* To volunteer at our wildlife 
hospital and work with animals, 

you must be least 18, dependable,
and have your own transportation. 

For an overview of all volunteer
opportunities, go to:  

stfranciswildlife.org/GetInvolved.html

If you would like to become a 
volunteer but can’t make it to this 

orientation, just call us; 
we will accommodate you. 

Wildlife Rescuer Position
St. Francis Wildlife is hiring after-hours
wildlife rescuers in the Tallahassee area.

If you have some experience handling wildlife 
and you are interested in this job, 

please send an email, with your resume, 
requesting a “Wildlife Rescuer Job description”

to:
Teresa Stevenson, Director 
wildcarenow@yahoo.com 

Rarely seen hoary bat at SFW
    Chris Williams, who has helped locals with
humane bat exclusions for many years, was called to
remove a bat from a NE Tallahassee home in April.
    “It was my first hoary bat. These bats are my
favorite because of their beauty,” he said. 
    But something was wrong; this bat didn’t fly, so
Chris took it to St. Francis Wildlife.
    Two weeks later, after thorough exams and R&R,
the bat still is not flying. 
    “Otherwise, she appears healthy and loves her
crickets; it’s a mystery,” says Teresa Stevenson.
    While hoary bats are the most widespread of all

bats in the United States, occurring in all 50 states,
they are rare in our area. 
    This flying mammal migrates from northern areas
to the South for the winter. The hoary bat is Florida's
second-largest bat species, with a wingspan of 13 to
15 inches. They are solitary and roost in tree foliage
during the day. 
    Hoary bats breed while flying during their
autumn migration. Mating is followed by delayed
fertilization, a process in which the sperm is stored
in the female reproductive tract all winter and doesn't
fertilize the egg until the next spring. Pups are usual-
ly born at the end of May after the spring migration.
    This bat is a female, so she may be pregnant!     
                                        Photos by Teresa Stevenson

Would you like to visit 
St. Francis Wildlife?

We invite you for a behind-the-scenes
visit the first Saturday of each month,

12 noon - 1 pm.
Directions at www.stfranciswildlife.org

or call us at (850) 627-4151.
Please call to let us know 

how many to expect.
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Donation Form: Please renew your annual support.
Mail your check to:  St. Francis Wildlife Assoc., P.O. Box 38160, Tallahassee, FL  32315
Or make a secure online donation with PayPal at www.stfranciswildlife.org.    

           Name_____________________________________________________       Date_________ 

Email Address________________________________________________________________

Home Address______________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________ State_______ Zip Code_______________

 How would you prefer to receive our quarterly newsletter, Wildlife Matters? 
____ I prefer to have a printed copy of Wildlife Matters mailed to my home.
____ I prefer to read it online. (It is a large PDF file.)  

  To make this donation in honor of someone else (for a special occasion, memorial, etc.) please include a 
note with the honored person’s name and the name and address of the person to receive acknowledgement 
of the gift. Your gift will also be noted in our next “Wildlife Matters” newsletter.

Please check the appropriate box and return this form with your taxdeductible donation.
Donor Levels: �Angel $35  �Hero $50 � Friend $100 � Sponsor $250 �Guardian $500

� Steward $1,000 � Patron $2,000 � Saint $5,000 � Other ____________

Please contact me about: �Volunteering �Your “Wild Classroom” wildlife education programs.                                                                                                          

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800.435.7352)  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

St. Francis of Assisi Wildlife Association, Inc. Registration #: CH4537.

Sustainable giving is
simple and green
By Pat Simmons

Sustainable giving is the easiest, greenest
and most convenient way to help St. Francis
Wildlife (SFW) fulfill its mission to provide
professional, humane care for injured,
orphaned, and sick wildlife—which includes,
for nearly 3,000 animals every year: rescue,
transportation, medical care, food, shelter,
reconditioning and release. Patients are held
in captivity only until they are able to live
independently in the wild and then are
returned to their natural habitats.

We also provide instructions on how to
reunite young animals with their families,
keeping the safety of the animals and the res-
cuers in mind. And when conflicts arise
between humans and their wild neighbors, we
offer people humane, long-term solutions  
through phone calls, email, public education
programs and events, our newsletter, web site
and social media. 

This SFW mission is one that our support-
ers have appreciated and valued for over 38
years. 

Your generous monthly commitment, at
any level of support, will help keep SFW
above water. It will also enrich your entire
community by helping us fulfill our mis-
sion—day after day, year after year. 

Sustainer benefits include:
• No renewal notices. Each month,

ongoing contributions via PayPal are auto-
matically charged to your credit card, and
you can discontinue these donations at any
time of your choosing.

• An annual tax receipt documenting
your annual cumulative gift.

• Our award winning quarterly Wildlife
Matters newsletter and recognition in the
newsletter.

• The satisfaction of knowing that being
a SFW sustainer will help us provide our
unique services every day of the year.

For more information, please contact us at
(850) 627-4151 or
stfranciswildlife@comcast.net. 

Leave a wise legacy
Are you updating your will or thinking

about an estate plan? Including St. Francis
Wildlife will ensure that your legacy will live
on in humane care for the abundance of song-
birds, owls, eagles, bunnies, deer, river otters,
foxes and the other wildlife we are so fortunate
to enjoy in our area.

One need not be wealthy to leave a bequest.
Bequests large and small speak powerfully
about who you are and what is important to you.

Please consider creating a “life insurance

policy” for local orphaned, injured and sick
wildlife in our community. Your foresight and
generosity will ensure that our community can
continue to rely on the critical services St.
Francis Wildlife provides.

To make an official bequest to St. Francis
Wildlife, please speak with your estate planner
who will want the following information: 

St. Francis of Assisi Wildlife Association, Inc.

5580 Salem Rd.

Quincy, FL 32352-0711

St. Francis Charitable Tax ID#: 59-1888022 

Thank you!

So many ways to give a hoot 

Three orphaned baby owls, two Great Horned Owls on left and a Barred Owl on right, are snuggling with each other and 
a toy stuffed owl (far left) at our wildlife hospital now.   Photo by Teresa Stevenson
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If you find sick, injured
or orphaned wildlife . . .
� Call us at
850.627.4151

8:30 am - 5pm.

� After 5 pm,
call our “After-
hours Rescue
Hotline,”
850.933.2735.      
� Take it to
our wildlife hospital, 5580 Salem Rd.
Quincy, FL (4 miles NW of Havana), 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Directions at www.stfran-
ciswildlife.org.

� 24/7, take it to the Northwood Animal
Hospital, 1881 N. Martin Luther King Blvd.,
Tallahassee or to Allied Emergency
Veterinary Hospital, 2324 Centerville Rd., 
Tallahassee. Or, during regular business hours,
take it to North Florida Animal Hospital at
2701 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee.

Important Information
� Use a box with air holes punched in the
lid. Place a t-shirt or blanket in the box (never
a towel), place the animal in the box and tape
securely. Keep babies warm with a heated
plastic water bottle wrapped in a t-shirt. Keep
it quiet, and handle as little as possible. 
� NEVER give it food or water.

� NEVER handle rabies vectors: such as
raccoons, foxes, or bats (even babies). CALL
US. Birds and reptiles do not carry rabies.
Squirrels, opossums and rabbits are rarely
rabies vectors, but it is still wise to use gloves.

� When calling to report an animal hit by a
car, note exactly where it is, and, if possible,
remain with the animal until we arrive.

For more information about wildlife rescue:

www.stfranciswildlife.org

Wildlife Matters
     

Editor and Layout
Sandy Beck

Writers, Photographers & Artists
Sandy Beck, Bob Beck, Pat Simmons, Teresa Stevenson, 

Michelle Robinson, Emily Shaw, Brian Bryson, 
Tara Tanaka,  Becky Cederholm, Kris Petersen

Proofreaders
Barbara Barnett, Louise Barker, Bob Beck, Craig Shaw

Printing
Post Searchlight Printing, Bainbridge, GA

Mail Processing
Modern Mailers, Tallahassee, FL

     
       This newsletter of the St. Francis Wildlife Association is mailed to

our supporters and is also available at local businesses and online at
www.stfranciswildlife.org. To send letters to the editor, 

email: stfranciswildlife@comcast.net

Gift Certificates
•   Stone’s, Lowe’s or Home Depot 
•   Native Nurseries
•   Wild Birds Unlimited
•   Panhandle Pet Supply
•   COSTCO
•   Squirrelsandmore.com
•   Foxvalleynutrition.com
•   Target or Walmart 

Food/Feeding
•    Unsalted peanuts in the shell 
•    Raw, hard-shelled nuts, like walnuts, 

pecans, hickory 
•    Black oil sunflower seed
•    Wild bird seed 
•    Keet seed
•    Cat and dog food (dry and canned)
•    Baby food: only fruit, vegetables, and 

chicken (no noodles, beef, gravy, etc)
•    Eggs 
•    EXACT powder (baby bird formula)
•    Plain and fruit yogurt
•    Live or dried worms and crickets
•    Waterfowl maintenance pellets
•    Waterfowl starter mash
•    Ziploc bags (quart & gallon, freezer)
•    Jar lids — peanut butter kind only
•    Plant pot saucers
•    Heavy stoneware food bowls 

Cleaning Supplies
•    Laundry detergent (unscented) for HE
     (high-efficiency washers)
•    Bleach, unscented 
•    Heavy-duty 39 gallons trash bags 
•    Paper towels 
•    Dawn dish soap
•    Pine Sol
•    Odoban 
•    Affresh for laundry washers
•    Scotch-brite heavy duty scrub sponges
•    Hand sanitizer
•    Rakes

•    Heavy duty hoses
Animal Housing
•    10-gallon aquarium tanks with tops 
•    Heating pads, not automatic shut-off
•    Humane live traps 
•    Baby blankets 
•    T-shirts, sweatshirts, pillow

cases, top sheets, towels, baby  
blankets. 

•    Soft toilet paper or soft tissue

Maintenance
•    Lumber: plywood, 1x2s, 2x4s, etc. 
•    Tools 
•    Hardware cloth

Office
•    Sticky notes
•    Clip boards 

Medical Supplies
•    Alcohol
•    Cotton balls
•    Johnson and Johnson waterproof tape 
•    Penlights 
•    Q-tips
•    Sterile gauze, 4x4, 2x2
•    Sterile syringes, 1 cc & 3cc
•    Sterile needles for injection, 1 - 100 cc
•    Surgical gloves (small or medium)
•    Tissue adhesive
•    Vet Wrap

Big Wishes
•    Incubator 
•    Golf cart 
•    Homeopathy kit ("30C Remedy Kit")
•    Chain saw
•    Gasoline pressure washer
•    Tractor 
•    Desktop or laptop, Intel core i5 
     processor, 1TB Hard drive, 4GB 
     RAM, wired Ethernet,
•    Microsoft Office for Windows 
     (EXCEL AND ACCESS 2013)

The best little spot in
Tallahassee to store your stuff. 

2424 Monticello Dr.
Tallahassee, FL
8503857266

Wildlife Wish List
Wish List also online at: www.stfranciswildlife.org/Donate.html.

Please take items to St. Francis Wildlife, Northwood Animal Hospital 
or Allied Emergency Veterinary Clinic. Call St. Francis Wildlife about large items.

1881-B N. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 385-8181

THE WILD CLASSROOM
Wildlife ambassadors from St. Francis

Wildlife are the stars of our acclaimed
education programs for schools, club

meetings and special events.

Our nonreleasable birds of prey and
reptiles help explain their unique

adaptations, the challenges they face,
and how we can help them. 

What we understand, appreciate  
and love, we will protect. 

stfranciswildlife.org/education.html
(850) 5280823

2701 N. Monroe Street, 
Tallahassee, FL  32303
850-385-5141

For photos and movies of the animals at St. Francis Wildlife and
updates about our events, please “like” us on Facebook!


