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Eaglets at 25% of Leon
County’s active Bald Eagle

nests got into trouble this year.

By Sandy Beck

There are 18 known Bald Eagle
nests in Leon County. This year,
mated pairs used 12 of the 18 nests,
and babies at three of these 12 nests
(that we know of) got into trouble.

After dinner on May 20th, I
received a call from the Wild Birds
Unlimited store. John Conklin, a cus-
tomer of theirs who lives at Piney-Z
Plantation, called the store to report a
Bald Eagle sitting on their lawn,
apparently unable to fly.

When my husband Bob and I
arrived 20 minutes later, we found a
very large 10 to 12 week-old eagle in
their yard. She could glide, but not
yet fly. It had been a very windy day,
with 40 mph gusts. We guessed that a
strong wind carried her from the nest.

For 45 minutes, she hopped and
glided through the neighborhood, and
we sprinted after her. She finally land-
ed on the meridian in Doyle Conner
Boulevard. The sun was setting, there
was a light rain and traffic was zipping
by in both directions. 

While Bob and several concerned

residents, including Claudia Vaccaro,
stopped traffic, I caught the young

eagle. 
Amy Darling met us with St.

Francis Wildlife's rescue van and
transported the eagle to St. Francis
Wildlife where wildlife rehabilitator
Teresa Stevenson gave her a thorough
exam and pronounced her fat – at 12
pounds, this was the biggest eagle
any of us had ever seen – and
healthy.

The next day, I returned to our
wildlife hospital to pick up the eagle, 

and we planned her return. 
John Harley, who had been moni-

toring the nest for Biological Research
Associates, offered to meet me at
Piney-Z’s Eagleview neighborhood,
which borders their Bald Eagle pre-
serve, and locate the nest tree. 

While John cleared a path to the
tree, which is located in a dense,
wooded area, I stayed with the eagle
and kept and eye out for her parents. 

He returned an hour later. It was
80 feet straight up to the nest and 60
feet straight up to the closest branch.
There were no other suitable trees
nearby where we could leave the bird,
just bushes and scrubby oaks. There
were fresh signs of feral hogs, and he
saw a fox. It was also perfect Great
Horned Owl habitat – all of which
could threaten a young eagle on the

ground, even one
as large as this
one. 

After conferring
with Lynda White,
director of Florida
Audubon
EagleWatch, and
Resee Collins with
the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service,
St. Francis Wildlife
decided to tem-
porarily transfer
the bird to a
wildlife sanctuary
in Pensacola that
has a 100-foot
flight cage, the size
required by U S F & W
for an eagle.

John volunteered
to drive her to the
Pensacola sanctuary.

When she can
successfully fly and
hunt, she will be
returned to
Tallahassee for
release at the 
Piney-Z Plantation.

A second eagle in trouble
Two weeks later, we received a call

from Jim and Patty Lollis, homeowners
in the Lake Breeze neighborhood. 

A mated pair of Bald Eagles had
built a nest in a 100-foot tall pine tree
just 70 feet from their house, about
1,000 feet from Lake Jackson. 

Most Bald Eagles return to their
nesting area by October to defend and
establish (or reestablish) their territo-
ry. By Thanksgiving, every twig is in
place, and their nest is ready for eggs.  

These eagles were late nesters;
they didn't begin building until
February. They may have been inex-
perienced "newlyweds," or per-
haps their first nest was
destroyed. 

Jim, who was a staff mem-
ber at the Tallahassee Museum
for many years, is familiar with
Bald Eagles. He was surprised
that they had located their
nursery in the center of a busy
residential neighborhood. 

They chose a tall pine in
David and Vicki Brand’s back-
yard – the Lollises’ next door
neighbors. When the eagles
moved in, the Brands built a
fence around the tree to keep
their Lab puppy away from the

fish, squirrel and rat leftovers

that the new tenants sometimes
dropped from the nest. 

But the Lollises and Brands were
worried now. They hadn’t seen the
parents in several days. They were
concerned that the big baby – there
was only one – wasn’t being fed.

When we arrived, dogs were bark-
ing, people were mowing their lawns
– the usual neighborhood noise, and
in a huge nest a chocolate-brown
eaglet looked down on it all. 

We set up our spotting scope, gen-
erously donated by the local Wild
Birds Unlimited store, and watched for

about an hour.

Please see EAGLES, Page 5
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Below: Sandy rescues a large, female, juvenile

Bald Eagle, “Eaglet #1,” from the middle of Doyle

Conner Boulevard.      PHOTO/ Bob Beck 

Above: Eaglet #1 now in “Flight Training 101”

class with a (smaller!) resident adult eagle. 

PHOTO/Dorothy Kaufmann

It was the best of times;    
it was the worst 

of  times - 
for Tallahassee's  

Bald Eagles.



Andrew Colvin and his friends raised
over $500 in donations and supplies for
St. Francis Wildlife!
In lieu of gifts, Andrew asked the kids who came

to his birthday party to help the animals at St.
Francis Wildlife. Thank you, Andrew! And HAPPY

BIRTHDAY! Left to right: Charlie Hart, Jack

Murray, Evan Shamoun and Andrew Colvin. 

Twelve new cages – a
community effort!
Tom Buchanan, Keith McDonald,
and Ian Phipps assist the construc-
tion crew in the delivery of 12 cages
built for the St. Francis Wildlife hospi-
tal by Paul Parker of Parker
Construction USA. The materials
were purchased and donated by Brad
Parker of Tallahassee Land
Company, Inc. Vic Vickers and the
staff at Stone's Home Centers of
Havana provided the materials to the
Parkers at their cost. Many thanks to
all who participated!

PHOTO/Rick Kiser 
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This newsletter 

is made 

possible in part
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contribution
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SUZANNE E.
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ENDOWED
EDUCATION

FUND established by
Dr. Louis W. & Elizabeth N. Bender

PHOTO/Teresa Colvin

Zoe Brigham and Hanna Buchanan
raised money for St. Francis Wildlife
in front of Hanna's grandmother’s
store, Sally Rude Antiques and
Fine Art Gallery. Now these are
young wildlife lovers with initiative!
Go, girls!

Girl Scout Troop #79

collected and donated an assortment
of items from the St. Francis Wildlife
Wish List. The girls enjoyed learning
about the work that St. Francis does,
especially the rescue and rehabilita-
tion of the center's owls and birds. 

Troop members: Charlotte Ashley,
Ursula Humayun, Lily Kostka, Laurel
Kostka, Arianne Neely, Addison Neely,
Mackenzie Small, and Sarah
Steinkuehler. Thanks also to the
moms: Christine Small, who organ-
ized the collection, and troop leaders
Jennifer Humayun and Christy Ashley.

All our wishes
and prayers are
with Jennifer
Todd for a
speedy and full
recovery from
her automobile
accident.
Everyone –
human and
non-human 
animals – 
misses you.
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These are some of the beautiful babies we raised this summer.  They grow up so fast!
Clockwise, from top/left: juvenile American Robin, baby Great Horned Owl, Cottontail bunny, Red-bellied Woodpecker, baby raccoon enjoys
his bottle, orphaned fawns comfort each other, juvenile Cooper’s Hawk, hungry baby Turkey Vultures, juvenile Mississippi Kite.  

ALL PHOTOS by J.W. Callis, except Turkey Vultures and American Robin by Sandy Beck. 

Volunteering is good for you.
Perhaps the biggest benefit people get from volunteering at St.

Francis Wildlife is the satisfaction of helping animals that simply
would not survive without us. Pride, satisfaction and a feeling of

accomplishment are worthwhile reasons to volunteer.

Volunteering also provides us with a sense of purpose and mean-
ingful social activity – connecting to others who share our interests

and values.

Recent research indicates that volunteers who devote a “consider-
able” amount of time to volunteer activities (at least 100 hours per

year or two hours per week) reported higher levels of happiness,

life-satisfaction, self-esteem, a sense of control over life and better
physical health.

So, please consider volunteering at St. Francis Wildlife. It’s the

perfect volunteer opportunity for animal lovers, and the animals
need you too!

St. Francis Wildlife needs volunteers to:

Feed baby birds, bunnies and opossums in our hospital. 

Foster orphaned baby squirrels in your own home or care for
them in our hospital from August to November.

Help build and repair outside cages at our facility. Some types of

cages can be built at your home or business and then brought to us.
Animal rescue – transport wildlife to veterinarians or to our

Rehabilitation Center.

Hospital support – prepare special diets, do laundry, clean cages.
Events and fundraising – sell T-shirts, raise funds, teach people

how to help wildlife. 

Deliver our newsletters around town. 
Tell us about your ideas and special skills.

If you are at least 18, reliable and have your own health insur-
ance and transportation please call us at 850.627.4151 to sign up
for the next volunteer training session. 

Learn more at www.stfranciswildlife.org.
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When I first started to work with
wildlife as a volunteer, only four hours
per week, I wasn't aware of the differ-
ences among individuals of the same
species. All the baby squirrels look the
same; all the baby robins look the
same. All I knew was that everybody
seemed to be very hungry all the
time.

After just a few weeks, I was
hooked and became a full time volun-
teer. When I saw the animals every
day, I got to know them, really know
them. I learned that as soon as baby
grey squirrels open their eyes, they
begin showing their personality.

Remember high school? Well, it's
just like that. There's the pretty squir-
rel, who knows all she has to do to
get what she wants is to look pretty.

The shy squirrel, hides under his
blanket. The friendly, easygoing squir-
rel comes to the door of the cage any-
time somebody approaches. 

The greedy squirrel, always wants
the grape or nut that his roommate is
eating and fights for it every time,
even when the cage is full of grapes
or nuts. 

And of course, there's the bully
who picks a fight with whomever is
near for no reason at all.

It's the same with birds; they are
all different. The more intelligent and
sociable the species is, such as crows,
the easier it is to pinpoint their indi-
viduality.

Even owls though, which have
more eyes than brain, show character.
We had a very curious baby Great
Horned Owl that had to touch every-
thing and everybody with his beak. At
admission, during his physical exam,
he bit the magnifier, the lamp and the

pen light. In his cage, the biting con-
tinued with the perch, the dish, and
the head, beak, feet and feathers of
all his roommates, every day. We
couldn't decide if he was just slow and
trying to figure out what was edible,
or curious.

But the animal that really surprised
me this year was a baby opossum.
Opossums are omnivorous; it might
be easier to list what they don’t eat
than what they do eat. 

We give our baby opossums a spe-
cial diet that includes vegetables. We
know they don't like them, so we try
to trick them. We mix them really well
with the other ingredients and the
baby formula, or we use baby food
vegetables. 

Broccoli is always in the mix. Who
likes broccoli, really? The first time
this particular baby opossum tried it
she loved it. The first thing she ate
from her dish was the broccoli, and
when she finished it she would walk
away, kind of disappointed. If we gave
her more she would eat it again and
again. It was her favorite food, to the
point that we had to stop giving it to
her for a few days so she would eat
the other foods. 

A vegetarian ‘possum! We all
enjoyed watching her quickly coming
out of her hammock anytime the
broccoli was served. The staff named
her Broccoli, of course.

It’s all about choices, and all of us,
even the opossums – we are all indi-
viduals.

Teresa Stevenson is St. Francis
Wildlife’s wildlife rehabilitator. Her
preferences are sushi, sailing and
watching the vultures soar.

We're all individuals
– two-legged, four-legged, feathered and furred

By Teresa Stevenson

This orphaned opossum craved broccoli, while most opossums turn up
their pink noses at it. PHOTO/Sandy Beck

Betty Bender, a very special friend to wildlife
By Sandy Beck

Thirty-five years ago, Elizabeth “Betty” Bender read an article about St.
Francis Wildlife in the Tallahassee Democrat. At that time, St. Francis Wildlife
was a small, backyard operation run by one animal lover, Mary Jane Shaw.
When Betty read that many animals were dying unnecessarily simply because
of unfortunate run-ins with people and their cars and pets, it touched her heart. 

Betty's own mother, who emigrated from France to the United States in
1911, also cared for wildlife. Betty grew up with neighbors and friends bring-
ing sick, injured, and orphaned animals to her mother, who cared for them
until they were well enough to release back to the wild. She also cared for
several permanently disabled animals, including a one-winged blue jay who
lived with her for 17 years.

Betty began by sending money to help St. Francis Wildlife pay for food and
medical care for the animals. A few years later, she also volunteered to be
the bookkeeper. “They needed so much help,” Betty said. 

She worked in St. Francis Wildlife's donated storefront at the former
Northwood Mall, then when that location closed, she set up an office at home
and continued working as bookkeeper until 2006.

“I got pleasure from helping and carrying out the type of work that my
mother would have done because she loved birds and animals so much.
Wildlife means a lot to me. Without the wild creatures, we wouldn't be com-
plete. All life is intertwined.”

Betty Bender has meant and continues to mean so much to all of us at St.
Francis Wildlife. Thank you, Betty.

Wild and free!
The fox, who lost a rear leg to an illegal, steel trap was featured in our
spring newsletter. She has been successfully rehabilitated and was
released at the beginning of July! As you can see in this photo, she is
managing beautifully on three legs and joyfully bolted from her trans-

port cage! PHOTO/J.W. Callis

Betty dedicated many
years of her life to helping
wildlife, just the way her

mother once did.
In 1996, Betty and her

husband Dr. Louis Bender,
(left) now a retired FSU
College of Education profes-
sor of higher education, cre-
ated the Suzanne E. Plescia
Endowed Education Fund for
the St. Francis Wildlife
Association in honor of
Betty's mother's lifelong
commitment to wildlife con-
servation. This Wildlife
Matters newsletter is made
possible, in part, because of
the Benders' generous gift.
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EAGLES, from Page 1

Finally, we saw the baby tear at meat that he
held in his foot. Everyone was relieved.

We returned with the scope nearly every day for
the next two weeks to monitor the baby. We set up
in a driveway about 100 feet from the nest tree to
give all the proud neighbors a chance to see and
learn about these magnificent birds. 

One morning, Bob stopped to check the nest on
the way to his office. The eaglet wasn't in the nest.
He scanned the branches in nearby trees. No sign
of the eaglet.

Bob returned at sunset and, with the help of sev-
eral neighbors, scoured the thick vegetation in
nearby yards. Still no eaglet. Neighbors were alert-
ed and asked to keep their dogs inside. 

Like the Piney-Z situation, it would have been
impossible for this bird to make it back to the nest
or anywhere near it on his own.

We all hoped the adults were feeding this small,
male eaglet and protecting him from the dogs,
Great Horned Owls, coyotes and raccoons until he
could fly, but no one had seen or heard the parents.

Larry Peterson, a retired FAMU professor who
lives nearby, used the Lake Breeze Homeowner's
listserve to send out “Eagle on the Ground” updates
and ask everyone to report eagle sightings to St.
Francis Wildlife.

One week later, at sunset, Bob and Irene Wolfe

called. The eagle was sitting on a bench in their lake-
side backyard. 

When I arrived, I walked down to the water, qui-
etly approached the bench, slowly reached out and
grabbed him. The poor baby had no fight at all left
in him. I wrapped him in a towel, and he laid in my
arms white Tom drove us to St. Francis Wildlife. It
was my birthday, and the only gift I wanted was for
this beautiful bird to live.

Teresa Stevenson was waiting. She weighed and
examined him. He was emaciated – just 4.75
pounds. She gave him fluids loaded with nutrients
and got him through the night. In the morning, she
took him to North Florida Animal Hospital for a thor-
ough checkup and blood tests. 

When he was stabilized and had gained enough
weight, Tallahassee Eaglet #2 traveled to Pensacola
and joined Tallahassee Eaglet #1.

A third eaglet on the ground
About the same time that the Lake Breeze event

was taking place, a third eagle drama was unfolding
on the other side of Lake Jackson.

Krista Stephens was house sitting for her sister
Calynne and husband Dr. Lou Hill at their home
near Miller Landing. One evening, Krista called her
husband Jeff.

“A big, black bird has been hopping around by
the lake for two days. He's in the goldfish pond now.”

When Krista saw the bird again two days later,
Jeff decided he had to see it for himself, but when
he arrived, the bird was gone. 

Jeff searched through the 10 acres and finally
found a juvenile bald eagle face down in the
brush. He laid a blanket over the bird and called
his brother-in-law, a former board member and
longtime supporter of St. Francis Wildlife.

Dr. Hill rushed home that afternoon, and
they both took Eaglet #3 to St. Francis Wildlife.
This bird was also emaciated and suffering from
a serious bacterial infection (see Dr. Heather
Terhune's column on the right).

All three eaglets are now together in the
flight cage at the Wildlife Sanctuary of NW
Florida in Pensacola, enrolled in Flight Training
101 and Fishing for Eagles 101. Their
teacher/role model at “Eagle College” is the 

sanctuary’s resident adult bald eagle. If they can
pass their “exams,” the eaglets will return to
Tallahassee and be released in their own territories.
We'll keep you posted!

So, was it a bad year for Tallahassee's eagles
because three of them landed in trouble, or was it a
good year because they were rescued?

When undeveloped waterfront property becomes
scarce, Bald Eagles adapt by moving to the suburbs. 

But habitat loss sometimes lands eagles in less
than optimum situations. In a four-year study, FWC
biologists discovered that survival of suburban
eagles was lower than that of rural eagles. 

This year, twenty-five percent of Leon County’s
eaglets would not have survived without the con-
certed efforts of the staff and volunteers at St.
Francis Wildlife, Dr. Heather Terhune and North
Florida Animal Hospital, the Wildlife Sanctuary of
NW Florida and director Dorothy Kaufmann,

Biological Research Associates' John Harley, Bob

Beck, Nick Campanile and all the wildlife lovers 

at Lake Breeze, Piney-Z and Miller Landing. 

The bald eagle was recently removed from
Florida’s list of imperiled species, but its sustained
recovery is an ongoing effort that rests on all of our
shoulders. 

Help St. Francis Wildlife build a 
pre-release flight cage
to accommodate large raptors, like Bald
Eagles, where they can exercise their flight
muscles and learn how to catch food in
preparation for release. If you are a private
citizen or business owner who would like
to donate the materials and/or
labor or make a cash dona-
tion to build this flight cage,
please contact us at
850.627.4151. 

LEFT: Eaglet #2, spent a week hiding in ground vegetation after he fell from his nest in Lake
Breeze. We finally rescued him when he was sighted perched on a bench near Lake Jackson.
PHOTO/Sandy Beck RIGHT: Wildlife rehabilitator Teresa Stevenson examines and weighs
the emaciated eaglet #2. PHOTO/Irene Wolf BELOW: Teresa prepares a recovered eaglet
#3 for transport to “Eagle College.” PHOTO/J.W. Callis

Notes From a Wildlife
Veterinarian
By Dr. Heather Terhune, DVM

When any animal from St. Francis Wildlife
arrives at North Florida Animal Hospital, it attracts
a lot of attention, especially when that animal is
our national symbol.  

Recently, St. Francis Wildlife brought in a juve-
nile bald eagle that they were rehabilitating. The
bird was found near Miller Landing Road and taken
to St. Francis Wildlife because he could not fly.

We did a fecal exam on the bird and found an
abnormal bacterium that produces an enterotoxin.
This bacterium, Clostridium perfringens, can be
transferred by eating contaminated meat. It pro-
duces a microscopic spore in the feces. Symptoms
include lethargy, dehydration, weight loss, diar-
rhea and even death.  

After exam, the bird was sent back to St.
Francis Wildlife where wildlife rehabilitator Teresa
Stevenson administered fluids and antibiotics. We
saw the eagle a week later for blood work. He had
gained weight and was much improved at the sec-
ond visit.  

Bald eagles, while armed with a very large,
sharp beak and fierce talons, are actually docile
and make great patients.  It is always an honor
and a treat to work on our symbol of freedom so
that he may regain his own freedom.  

Dr. Heather Terhune is a veterinarian at North
Florida Animal Hospital and a St. Francis Wildlife
board member.
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We need your he lp to care for
the wi l dl i fe our commu nity
tr easu r es . 

Please renew your annual support for St. Fra n c i s

Wildlife today by writing a check or by making a
secure online donation with PayPal at 

www.stfranciswildlife.org.
Your annual donation to St. Francis Wildlife ensures

that we’ll be there to help when you need us – and
when wildlife needs us.

For your tax-deductible donation, you will receive: 

The Wildlife Matters quarterly newsletter.

Satisfaction of helping wild animals unable to care
for themselves.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 

TOLL-FREE (800.435.7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

St. Francis of Assisi Wildlife Association, Inc. Registration #: CH4537.

Donation Form Mail To:  St. Francis Wildlife A s s o c i a t i o n
(Summer 2009) P.O. Box 38160, Tallahassee, FL, 32315

PLEASE PRINT 

Name_______________________________________________________   Date_________________

E-mail Address______________________________________________________________________

Home Address______________________________________________________________________  

City__________________________________ State_________________ Zip Code_______________

How would you prefer to receive our quarterly newsletter, Wildlife Matters? Please check one.

____ I prefer to have a printed copy of Wildlife Matters mailed to my home.

____ I prefer to read it on-line. (It is a large PDF file, 3 MB, which would require a high-speed connection.)

Please check the appropriate boxes and return this form with your tax-deductible donation.

Donor Levels: Chickadee, $35 Bunny, $50   Bluebird, $100    Screech Owl $250 Fox, $500

Gopher Tortoise, $1,000      Fawn, $2,500  Peregrine Falcon, $5,000   Bald Eagle, $10,000

Please contact me about: Vo l u n t e e r i n g Community Conservation Business Partnership    E d u c a t i o n P r o g r a m s

Try to reunite baby squirrels
with their mom
By Sandy Beck

We had our trees trimmed today, and the workers found
two squirrels with eyes still closed. What is the best thing to
do for them?  Carol

Every year from August to November, people in our com-
munity discover hundreds of baby squirrels that have fallen
from their nests. Assuming the babies are orphaned, wildlife
lovers scoop them up and take them to the St. Francis Wildlife
rehabilitation center.

While St. Francis' dedicated staff and volunteers do an
excellent job of raising these babies, nobody knows how to
raise a baby squirrel better than a mother squirrel. So unless
he is injured, you rescued him from a pet's mouth (he will
need antibiotics), his mother is dead or he is covered with
insects, try to reunite the baby squirrel with his mother.

Many people wonder if the mother will reject her baby if a
human handles him.

I once saw a mother squirrel attack a large grey rat snake
that was approaching her nest. She grabbed the snake in her
mouth, ferociously shook it, and then flung it 30 feet to the
ground. I've also seen a mother squirrel jump a barred owl
that was too close to her nest. The surprised (humiliated?)
barred owl flew away.

With a maternal instinct as powerful as this, you can bet
that a little eau de human will not deter her.

Pick up the baby and examine him. If he is cold, but
appears otherwise healthy, warm him up. Put the baby in a t-
shirt in a shoebox. Place half the box on a heating pad set on
low. Or fill a water bottle or zip-close bag (double bag it) with
warm water, wrap it in another t-shirt and place it in the box.
Never try to feed the baby or give it milk.

When he is warm, at least two hours before dusk bring pets
inside and place the box at the base of the tree from which he
fell. Go inside, sit by a window and monitor the box. If she
does not return within two hours, take the baby to St. Francis
Wildlife. 

Never attempt to handle baby raccoons, foxes or other
mammals that could possibly carry rabies. Florida's squirrels,
opossums and rabbits are not known to carry rabies so it is
safe to pick up these babies.

How did Carol's squirrel babies fare?
I did what you recommended and put them in a box on a

patio chair under the tree. We sat inside and saw the mom
take one at a time out of the box. I am so happy! I can't
believe she came back so soon.

We all love happy endings.

St. Francis Wildlife staff love their jobs!
Clockwise from bottom/left: Hospital Manager Donna Cross cleans a gopher tortoise’s wound.

Wildlife Rehabilitator Teresa Stevenson admires a juvenile Mississippi kite. PHOTOS/J.W. Callis

Wildlife Care Technician Michelle Osborne feeds a baby grey squirrel. Wildlife Care Technician
Amy Darling feeds a very hungry fawn. PHOTOS/Sandy Beck
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Would you like to see your
business ad in

Wildlife Matters?

Become a Community
Conservation Partner.

For a tax-deductible donation,
business partners receive ads 

in our newsletter Wildlife Matters
and a link on our web site.

For details, please contact: 

Barbara Barnett
barbbarnett@stfranciswildlife.org

850.562.4379 
www.stfranciswildlife.org/

ccp.html

Hummingbirds in the
summer garden
By Donna Legare

We watched the arrival of Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds from Central
America in mid-March, and then, for
those of us in town, they seemed to
disappear.

After nesting in wooded swamps
and forests in more rural areas, they
began to show up again in our city
gardens. By early August, the popula-
tion peaks, and I see them regularly.
I don't have a feeder up - just lots of
great hummer plants – I would proba-
bly see more if I had a feeder. Just
recently, I have watched humming-
birds feeding at pentas, ironweed,
shrimp plant, various blue salvias and
firebush in our garden.

Hummingbirds will continue to feed
on nectar producing plants, insects
and on sugar water dispensed from
hummingbird feeders until they
migrate this fall. For those of you in 
the country, hummingbirds probably 

visit your feeders and nectar plants
continuously d u r i n g the nesting season.

Brian Bryson reported a unique
problem at his home in the Lloyd
area. He planted a firebush not far
from the deck to attract butterflies
and hummingbirds. Firebush is a thick
bushy perennial that sports tubular
orange flowers with abundant nectar;
it is a hummingbird favorite.
Unfortunately, his cat took advantage
of the situation, hiding in the thick
foliage in wait for hummingbirds and
was successful in killing two.

Since his farm cat cannot stay
inside, Brian solved the problem by
removing the very attractive firebush.
Hummingbirds still visit his feeder
which is out in the open. The cat has
nowhere to hide near the feeder and
so cannot surprise a quick humming-
bird. 

Cats present a problem to area
wildlife and each of us has to solve
the problem in our own way. Keeping
cats inside is the best solution, but
there are other approaches that may
work as Brian has shown.

If you use a feeder to attract hum-
mingbirds, clean it regularly and refill
with four parts water to one part
white sugar. By providing nectar bear-
ing perennials, vines, trees and
shrubs for hummingbirds, you will
create habitat not only for hummers
but also for insect pollinators and
other wildlife as well. 

Donna Legare is co-owner of Native
Nurseries and a St. Francis Wildlife
Community Conservation Business
Partner.

www.wildclassroom.net

850-528-0823

Unique classroom programs and assemblies
feature disabled wildlife from St. Francis Wildlife. 

Since 1989, we have presented engaging environmental education pro-
grams developed with grants from the Florida Advisory Council on
Environmental Education and the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.

All programs and assemblies include live animals and are adaptable for all
grade levels. Materials for post-program activities and correlations to

Sunshine State Standards are available.

NEW!  WILD CLASSROOM TEACHER GRANTS
www.wildclassroom.net/WCGrantProgram.html

The St. Francis Wildlife Association is pleased to solicit
applications from teachers in Title I public schools in Leon
and Gadsden counties for its 2009 Wild Classroom Grant. 

St. Francis Wildlife will award grants for FREE Wild Classroom programs to
three classroom teachers. Application deadline: October 2, 2009.

The Wild Classroom Grant Program is an environmental education initiative
that seeks to ensure the future of wildlife conservation by:

1. Promoting awareness, appreciation and understanding of native wildlife. 

2. Encouraging an interdisciplinary approach to learning that makes appre-
ciation of native wildlife an integral part of the curriculum in all schools.

St. Francis Wildlife T-shirts: owls, bears and
bunnies – oh, my!

St. Francis Wildlife has the coolest T-shirts in town thanks to local

nature artist Brian Bryson who sketches St. Francis Wildlife’s patients. Artwork
(designs above) and T-shirts are donated so 100% of your purchase bene-
fits sick, injured and orphaned wildlife.

We have children’s and adult’s sizes, long sleeves, short sleeves and sweat-
shirts available at our events (please see Events Calendar on Page 8), or to
pick up shirts in Tallahassee, email deanhumphrey@stfranciswildlife.org.

Left to right: Dean Humphrey accepts
a check from Capital City Bank
Business Banker Eric D. Davis. 

PHOTO/Donna Cross

Thank you, Capital City Bank
St. Francis Wildlife has a new 

incubator and cages for orphaned
songbirds thanks to a generous 
$1,000 grant from Capital City Bank 
in Tallahassee – a great place to do
business!

St. Francis Wildlife
patient statistics,
April 1 - July 31

755 birds
452 mammals
94 reptiles

These are just some
of the orphaned,
injured and sick ani-
mals that St. Francis
Wildlife cared for:
5 Bald Eagles
36 Hawks 
6 Great Horned Owls

13 Barred Owls
5 Vultures
5 Broad-Winged
Hawks
2 Nighthawks
3 Mississippi Kites
8 White-tailed Deer
13 Foxes
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If you find sick, injured
or orphaned wildlife

Call us at 850.627.4151; 

Take it to our wildlife rehabilitation
hospital near Havana – directions at
www.stfranciswildlife.org; or

Take it (day or night) to the
Northwood Animal Hospital, 1881 N.
Martin Luther King Blvd., Tallahassee (just

north of the Post Office).

Transport wildlife in a warm, dark box
with holes punched in the lid. Keep it quiet,
and handle it as little as possible.

Do NOT give it food or water.

NEVER handle raccoons, foxes, bats or
any mammals (even babies) that could
carry rabies. CALL US. Florida’s squirrels,
opossums and rabbits are not known to
carry rabies.

When calling to report an 
animal injured on a road, note exactly
where it is (“1.4 miles west of exit 27 on
the north side of I-10”) and, if possible,
leave a marker, like a towel tied to a tree
limb.

For more information on 
wildlife rescue:  

www.stfranciswildlife.org

The best little spot 
in Tallahassee to store 

all your stuff 

2424 Monticello Dr.
850-385-7266

850.229.0229
www.electronet.net

Animal Housing
and Transport

carpenters to build
and repair cages 

lumber and other
building materials

1/4”hardware cloth 
heating pads, n o t

auto shut-off
aquarium tanks with

tops
pet carriers
humane, live traps

Animal Food and
Care

Panhandle Pet
Supply gift certificate

Esbilac p u p py m i l k
replacer, powder

raw, hard-shelled
nuts, like walnuts,
pecans

unsalted peanuts in
shell

sunflower seed
wild bird seed 
cracked corn 
fresh fruits and veg-

etables
heavy bowls

paper towels
laundry 

detergent 
bleach, unscented 
unfrayed baby blan-

kets, T-shirts, sweat-
shirts, pillowcases &
top sheets

Plastic jar lids 

Medical S u p plies, s uc h
a s

sterile gauze
gloves
syringes
L a c t a t e dRingers 

Big Items
refrigerator
washing machine
incubator
golf cart
riding mower
table saw
generator
good digital camera
8 foot-long folding

tables  
sturdy shelf units  
outdoor patio 

furniture

Wil dl i fe Wish Lis t
You can drop off these items at our wildlife reha-

bilitation center (directions at www.stfran-
ciswildlife.org) or at Northwood Animal Hospital,
1881 N. MLK Blvd., Tallahassee. Please include a

note with your name so we can thank you!

Three Convenient Locations
3661 N. Monroe 

Next to the Post Office

400 Capital Circle SE 
Harvey's shopping center

1700 N. Monroe 
Publix/Lake Ella Shopping Center

St. Francis Wildlife buys their baby
formula and other supplies from us.
Purchase a gift certificate for them
at our store at 3661 N. Monroe, 

or call us at 850.562.4100.

Ev en ts Calendar
Online at stfranciswildlife.org/calendar.html

Saturday, September 26: Gulf Winds Track
Club Annual Prefontaine 5K Run, Silver Lake
Recreation Area. Proceeds benefit St. Francis 
Wildlife. Gates open at 7 a.m. Contact Jeff Nielsen
at 459-8859 or dobieman@comcast.net.
www.gulfwinds.org.

Saturday, October 31: 8th Annual OWL-O- 
WEEN Party, Downtown Marketplace, Ponce
de Leon Park at Monroe & Park Ave., 9 am - 3 pm.
Please see our online calendar for details.

Sunday, November 1:  Birdsong Nature
Center Fall Festival. Music, food, crafts,
hayrides, birding, St. Francis Wildlife’s animals and
more. Meridian Rd., 4 miles N. of state line. Noon
- 4 pm. 229.377.8723, birdsongnaturecenter.org.

Saturday and Sunday, December 5 and 6:
Alternative Christmas Market, John Wesley
United Methodist Church, 1689 Old St.
Augustine Road, Tallahassee. For over 20 years
the Alternative Christmas Market has gathered
area nonprofits in a festival-like atmosphere to
provide shoppers an alternative to the material
Christmas gift. St. Fra n c i s W i l d l i f e is proud to participate.

Saturday, December 5: O'Toole's Herb Farm
Holiday Open House, 305 Artemesia Trail,
Madison, Florida. Recharge your senses in a beau-
tiful setting with friendly people! Browse through
an eclectic assortment of holiday gifts – herbal
and organic products, gardening supplies and
regional art, or just rock on the porch, admire St.
Francis Wildlife’s beautiful birds and animals and
imagine a simpler, quieter time. Directions and
more information: www.otoolesherbfarm.com or
850-973-3629. 

Come to our Owl-O-Ween Party
October 31st at the Downtown
Marketplace! Meet live owls!

2701 N. Monroe Street, Tallahas see, FL
850-385-5141

www.nfah. petpl ace.com
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