YOU FOUND A RACCOON — WHAT TO DO
Raccoons, foxes, bats, skunks and coyotes are all RVS or ‘rabies vector species’, which means they are
able to carry the rabies virus. Therefore, never handle these species, even babies. Always call St. Francis Widlife. If an RVS nips or scratches you, or its saliva comes in contact with an open wound on your
body, it will need to be tested for the rabies virus. This test necessitates euthanizing the animal.

Baby raccoon

Seeing a baby raccoon alone is cause for concern. Raccoon
babies stick to their mother like Velcro. They don't venture
out of the den in the daytime like baby skunks do. If a raccoon mother has been forced to move her young to a new
den, she may be in the process of carrying the babies to this
new location. If this is the case, she should return within the
hour. Stay as far away as possible and watch for her.

Sometimes a baby is separated from its mother and siblings
by falling or getting trapped during the night. The mother
will return to the area to rescue it.

If the baby raccoon has not been rescued by its mother the
next evening, we will attempt to reunite them. If you find a
single baby raccoon with closed eyes, or if the baby is injured in any way call St. Francis Wildlife immediately.

Adult raccoon

Raccoons are mostly nocturnal. However, it is quite common, especially in urban areas, for a healthy
animal to venture out during the day if it is hungry. The old assumption that if they are seen out in the
day time they are rabid is not true. Frequently, mother raccoons that are nursing babies will search for
food night and day. You may also see raccoons any time of the day or night if someone feeds their pet
outdoors. Pet food left outdoors will attract wildlife — rats, raccoons, foxes, opossums and others. The
best way to prevent wildife from becoming a nuisance is to remove the attractant. Feed pets indoors,
and secure trash can lids. Enclosing bird feeder poles with a special raccoon baffle will thwart both raccoons and squirrels.

Distemper is a very common disease in raccoons. Distemper symptoms closely resemble rabies symptoms. Both are related to the nervous system and may include paralysis, circling and lack of fear of humans. Care should be taken when a raccoon looks sick or acts strangely. Distemper cannot be
transmitted to humans, but it can infect your pets. Always keep your pets’ rabies and distemper vaccinations current.

If you see an injured or sick raccoon that can't walk or run away, call us. If the animal is sick but walking or running it would be very difficult to catch and probably will not still be there by the time we arrive.

