YOU FOUND A BIRD OF PREY — WHAT TO DO

Injured adult bird of prey
Hawk, owl, eagle, vulture, osprey or kite

Birds of prey (also called ‘raptors’) use their powerful
feet and sharp talons (claws) as weapons. You must
wear heavy gloves when attempting to handle a bird
of prey.
The safest way to capture one of these birds is to
place a box or a laundry basket over it. Then, slide a
flat item under it, tape both and transport it to Francis
Wildlife.

Or throw a blanket, towel or any other handy lightweight item, large enough to cover the entire bird,
over it. Approach the bird from the rear if possible. When close enough, carefully place the item over
the bird. Cover the bird completely. Quickly restrain the bird under the covering. Grasp the tops of
both legs, holding the feet away from you. Gently fold the bird's wings in a normal position against
its body. Place the bird in a cardboard box into which you have cut ventilation holes, and take it to
St. Francis Wildlife. Keep an injured bird warm in cold weather and out of direct sunlight when it's
hot.

If you do not feel comfortable rescuing a bird of prey yourself, please place a laundry basket or
large box into which you’ve cut air holes over the bird, place a brick or heavy book on it, and call
St. Francis Wildlife at (850) 627-4151.

Baby Bird of Prey

If a baby bird falls from its nest and is not injured, we always try to reunite it with its parents. Call St. Francis Wildlife for advice:
(850) 627-4151. We will help you determine
if it is a ‘nestling’ that needs to be re-nested,
like this baby Barred Owl, or a fledgling that
is almost ready to fly, in which case the parents may be nearby and feeding it on the
ground.

