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Jimmie Crowder Excavating & Land Clearing Inc.
donated all the time, labor and machinery to pre-
pare the site for our new 100-foot by 24-foot flight
cage that will be built to aid in the rehabilitation of
large birds of prey - bald eagles, vultures and large
hawks and owls. 

Crowder employees spent two days clearing and
leveling an acre at the 36-acre St. Francis Wildlife
refuge in Gadsden County. Working alongside
patient heavy equipment operators, St. Francis
Wildlife staff carefully inspected every tree for
squirrel nests and other small animals.

In addition, Crowder used their equipment to
clear a second area for some smaller animal enclo-
sures. They also repaired and improved the private
road leading up to our hospital building.

“Helping St. Francis extends Crowder's continued
environmental mission statement to preserve
nature and give back to the community,” Kerry
Bateman, a company spokeswoman, said.

Crowder prepares site for
new raptor flight cage
by Sandy Beck

Vulture culture
by Sandy Beck

As populations of black and turkey vultures swell, unfortunate
human/vulture interactions have also increased. These scavengers get
few points for beauty or good manners, but the invaluable services they
perform make them truly worthy of our admiration and protection.

Both black vultures, with their
wrinkly, grey heads, and red-headed
turkey vultures are common
sights.They are easily seen as they
circle overhead scanning the roads
and countryside for dead animals.

In fact, as natural areas and
wildlife are lost to housing devel-
opments, shopping malls and roads,
vulture populations have soared. 

The more waste we produce,
the more opossums and squirrels
our vehicles kill, the more we
need nature's clean-up crew. The
highway is a smorgasbord. A
landfill is food court at the mall.

Towers deadly to 
vultures

St. Francis Wildlife often
receives calls to rescue vultures
from residents in the same neigh-
borhood on Apalachee Parkway.

Both a communications tower
and the county landfill are located
near this neighborhood. 

Executive director Jon Johnson
says, “Most of the injured vul-
tures have collided with the tower
or its guy wires. We also find
many near the WTWC/NBC 40
tower in Killearn Lakes.”

Lookout below
Most birds will defecate when

startled, to lighten their load and
expedite take-off. With vultures,
it comes out the other end. This
basically non-aggressive bird's
primary defense is vomiting. 

When former Tallahassee
Democrat editor Zannah Lyle
called St. Francis Wildlife to
report a disabled black vulture, 
Bob Beck volunteered for the res-
cue mission. 

An injured wing had left the
bird flightless, but she sure could
run. Bob had quite a workout
chasing her through some muddy
Tallahassee woods. When he
finally “bagged” the vulture she
showed her appreciation by shar-
ing her last meal. Lesson: Always
approach an anxious vulture from
behind.

Hitchcock comes to
Cairo

When residents of Cairo,
Georgia, drove past the Forest
Lawn Cemetery on their way to
work, many were disturbed by
the sight of large numbers of 
vultures not only hanging out in
the trees above their loved ones,
but also perched on the head-
stones. Some were apparently
playing with plastic flowers left on
the graves, tossing them in the
air and stomping on them.

When Cairo Animal Control
agent Jody Bishop called St.
Francis Wildlife asking for advice,
I was intrigued and drove up to
Cairo the next morning. 

I arrived just before dawn and
parked across the street from the
old cemetery. For several hours I
observed the vultures – dozens of
them sitting in the sunshine, on
headstones and branches, with
outstretched wings, thermoregu-
lating (warming up). 

At about ten o'clock, every bird
took off, riding the thermals (ris-
ing air currents) high enough to
float over a ridge and disappear
on the other side.  

I followed them and discovered
a landfill. The fine people of Cairo
had simply picked the wrong
place to put their landfill.

Please see Vultures, Page 4
Vultures at Reed Bingham State Park, Adele, GA.    

PHOTO/Sandy Beck
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Veterinary Hospitals
= Bevis Veterinary Hospital
= Bradfordville Animal Hospital
= Lakewood Animal Hospital
= North Florida Animal Hospital
= Northhampton Animal Health
= Northwood Animal Hospital  
= Quincy Animal Hospital
= Seminole Animal Health Clinic
= Shannon Lakes Paws & Claws

= Rick Clevenger, Clevenger Woodworks
& Tim O’Brien, O’Brien/Silvestri
Construction for our Wildlife Hospital.

= Panhandle Pet Supply for print-
ing and selling gift certificates for us.
= Modern Mailers for their invalu-
able mailing services!
= ElectroNet for hosting our Web
site and email.
= Durra Quick Print for printing. 
= The Tallahassee Downtown
Improvement Authority, the
Downtown Market Place and Allen
Thompson for donating our tent
space at the Downtown MarketPlace 
= Cornell Lab of Ornithology for a
subscription to Birds of North America
Online,http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/BNA
= Keith Baxter for a donating a 40-
pound bag of peanuts.

Thank You, 
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Q. Vroom,

from the bottom 
of our wild hearts, 
for your wonderful 

donation.

St. Francis Wildlife gratefully
acknowledges 

these thoughtful gifts 

Special Thanks . . . Volunteer
Corner
by Janice Pattillo

Volunteer
Spotlight

Carolyn Coney, who
began volunteering for
us in April of this year,
is one of our many valu-
able volunteers. In addi-
tion to feeding hun-
dreds of orphaned baby
birds, she pitches in all
over the wildlife hospi-
tal – updating our
patients’ medical records, cleaning, doing laundry and feeding baby squirrels. 

Carolyn, originally from Tampa, moved to Tallahassee in 2001 to attend
FSU and is still here. She works for the Zimmerman Agency as their
Interactive Traffic Manager and spends her free time knitting, belly danc-
ing, horseback riding and, of course, volunteering at St. Francis.  

“When I started, it was baby bird season, so I was immediately shown
to the baby bird room. At first I wasn't so sure about working with birds,
but now they're my favorite at St. Francis. The chimney swifts and crows
have a particular place in my heart – and this is from someone who only
wanted to be around deer and raccoons!”

Thank you Carolyn for all you do!

Baby squirrel season got a little nutty this year with more
than 680 orphans!

We want to thank the many volunteers who came to our aid during baby
squirrel season. You are the reason so many survived.

Squirrel Foster Care Coordinator Barbara Barnett and her squirrely
mamas and papas dedicated three months of their lives to nurturing these
little babies in their own homes until they could be released in safe habitat.

Barbara laughed, “I have picked up so many orphaned baby squirrels
and then met volunteers in parking lots all over town to give them the
babies – Northwood Animal Hospital, Chevron, Publix, TJ Maxx, Hwy 20
gas station – that I often wondered how many surveillance videos I'm on!
‘What is she doing? She's back again handing off boxes to people.’ 

“I could also tell when the season slowed down by the reduced number
of emails I received daily from people all over the world asking for help
with orphaned and injured squirrels. The St. Francis Wildlife website must
have popped right to the top whenever someone Googled ‘raising baby
squirrels.’ So many people are thankful for our website.” 

We are also grateful to the St. Francis volunteers who came to our
wildlife hospital at all hours of the day and night to help feed them. We
can't thank you all enough.

And a sincere thanks to Native Nurseries for hosting a baby squirrel
foster care training workshop.

FSU Pre-Vet Club
On a recent Saturday, six members of the FSU Pre-Vet Club spent sever-

al hours cleaning cages and picking up trash outside. We thank Carissa
Southard, President of the Pre-Vet Club, for helping organize the event. A
special thanks to Club members Alexis Simpkins, Rene Demetrius,
Alyssa Zito, Ruth Marcel, Chelsea Benoit and Katie McAleer.

And finally, thank you to ALL of our dedicated volunteers. We
(human and wild animals!) at St. Francis Wildlife really appreciate you!

Make a difference. Become a volunteer.
If you are dependable, have your own health insurance and

transportation and want to make a difference, please email volun-
teer coordinator Janice Pattillo at 
janicepattillo@stfranciswildlife.org or call 386-6296 to 
schedule a training session. 

For more details, log on to www.stfranciswildlife.org.

Volunteer Carolyn Coney feeds a baby
crow at St. Francis Wildlife. 

PHOTO/Jon Johnson

IN HONOR OF

Nancy and Gary Foster’s
50th anniversary 

From
Margaret Downs

Dr. and Mrs. Francis Thomas
F. J. King

Billie and Clarence Padgett
Linda and Robert Broome
Edward and Moira Desloge

Marilynn Wills
Elizabeth Wright

Don and Patsy Rapp
Peter and Zohre Easton

Albert and Darlene Oosterhof
Susan and Wayne Schroeder

Noah Wittbrodt's 2nd birthday
From

Margaret Downs

IN MEMORY OF

Lamar Williams
From

Bob and Patti Liles

Joan Erikson
From

Margaret and Charles Parmer

St. Francis Wildlife 
is honored to receive 
a generous donation 

from The Mitts Estate, 
in honor of the late 

Ernest and Jeanne Mitts
who dearly loved their 

Labrador retrievers and wildlife.
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Our community cares about wildlife
Rene Dubos, as an advisor to the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972, coined the phrase “Think globally, act

locally,” suggesting that ecological consciousness should begin at home. 
Here are some people who have recently made a difference by helping St. Francis Wildlife.
If you organize a fundraiser for St. Francis Wildlife, please send us an email about your event and a high-resolution photograph, and we’ll

happily share it with others in our next newsletter. 
Sandy Beck

Editor, Wildlife Matters
sandybeck@stfranciswildlife.org 

Ten year-old Grace
Murray loves animals. This past
August she told her mom that she
wanted to do something to help
them. 

Grace decided to hold a dog wash
to raise money for St. Francis Wildlife.
First she spent some time marketing:
She made signs, sent emails to her
friends and put flyers in her Killearn
Estates neighbors’ mailboxes. 

Then she enlisted the help of some
of her friends.

On a sweltering day in August,
Grace and six of her fourth and fifth
grade friends washed 10 dogs and
raised $114 for St. Francis Wildlife!

Left to right: Oren, Angel, Teresa
and Grace        PHOTO/Laura Murray

Dear St. Francis Wildlife,
This is the money I made sell-

ing lemonade. I hope it will feed
an animal for a little while.

love,
Nadirah Robinson
Age 8

PHOTO/Janice Pattillo

For his Eagle Scout project,
Cody Saults chose to help St.
Francis Wildlife’s animals. With the
help of his troup, he built and
assembled a new cage at our wildlife
refuge.

Eagle Scout Troop 195,
pictured (above) from left to right:
Robin Saults, Aaron Baker, Cody
Saults, Don Rubottom and Jonathan
Rubottom. Matt Brooks, Timothy
Rubottom and Andrew Zhogby also
helped but are not in this photo. 

October 18, 2007
Dear Jon,

Last Friday my husband and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. On our
invitation we stated that we did not want gifts, but that people were welcome to donate to
St. Francis Wildlife Association. Enclosed are checks for $377.00. In December, my
husband and I shall once again make our yearly contribution to St. Francis, but for now,
we have to go on a financial diet because of our party. We treated over 150 people to hot
dogs, beer, wine, a band, Moon Pies, etc. at the American Legion Hall. It was a
great success!

I can’t event count the number of times your organization has rescued injured animals
for us, from a heron at Waverly Pond to a bird in a classroom at Florida High years
ago. We now take injured birds, possums, etc. to Northwood Animal Hospital. My eld-
est son is as keen on rescue as I am. We thank you so much for what you do. It gives us
a real sense of security knowing that you are there for wildlife.Tallahassee is a better
community because of your organization and what you do. My dear friend Ginny
Densmore, has been caring for baby birds for as long as I have known her. She is a
saint in every respect.

Nancy and Garrett Foster

The Tallahassee Off-road
Club held their first 4 X 4 Truck
Show at Tom Brown Park on
November 11th and donated all the
proceeds, $550,  to St. Francis
Wildlife.

PHOTO/Jessica Robinson

The Gulf Winds Track
Club held their 31st Annual
Prefontaine Forest Run at Silver Lake
Recreation Area on September 29.
121 adults and 120 high school cross-
country runners participated. Race
proceeds were donated to St. Francis
Wildlife. After the race, director Jeff
Nielsen presented St. Francis Wildlife
with a check for $1,005.

James Brooks held a garage
sale and donated his earnings to St.
Francis Wildlife.Nadirah Robinson

Claudia Mason
www.paintedpony.us

Phone (850) 933-2414
claudarondacks@paintedpony.us

PHOTO/Sandy Beck 

Carpenter Claudia Mason,
owner of Claudarondack’s
Furniture and More,
generously donated her considerable
skills and time – enduring several
one hundred-degree days – to build
a cage for The Wild Classroom’s
newest member, a permanently dis-
abled Mississippi kite named Havana.

In the photo (above), Claudia is
building a security entrance for the
cage.

She also installed new perches
and nest boxes for disabled screech
owls and a great horned owl.

We are grateful to the following
businesses who donated materials
for this project: Romac Lumber,
Capital Cash & Carry, Capital City
Lumber and Home Depot and
Lowes on N.W. Capital Circle.

Saving one animal may not change the world, 
but it will change the world for that animal.
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Vultures 
from Page 1

They tried the usual
scare tactics – strips of
shiny Mylar tape, balloons
with big eyes painted on them and
great horned owl statues. But the vul-
tures just laughed. Did I mention that
vultures are very smart birds with a
sense of humor? 

To break up a nuisance roost, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Animal Damage Control Office recom-
mends harassing the birds as they
approach the roost in the evening,
making a loud noise. So Cairo's Chief
of Police, Keith Sandefur, brought in
the pyrotechnics, pistol-launched
screamer sirens called “Bird Bangers.”

“We kept someone there for a
week,” said Chief Sandefur. “Every
afternoon, when he saw them coming
back from a quarter mile away, he
fired several rounds into the air. Then
the vultures turned around. It's a loud
report that sounds like the Fourth of
July. By the end of the week they
stopped coming back.”

Oil companies raise a
stink

Both species use their sharp vision
to locate carrion, but the turkey vul-
ture also relies on an acute sense of
smell. In fact, turkey vultures are one
of only a handful of avian species with
any olfactory capability. 

According to the U.S. Department
of Health, ethyl mercaptan is a natu-
ral substance released from decaying
matter. 

Oil companies sometimes use
turkey vultures to find gas leaks.
Natural gas has no odor, but when the
vile-smelling ethyl mercaptan is added
to natural gas, engineers have been
able to find pipeline leaks by looking
for turkey vultures circling above the
gas lines. Turkey vultures can report-
edly detect this chemical from up to
40 miles away. 

No tummy aches for 
vultures

Studies conducted by the Humane
Society of the United States found
that every day in the U.S. one million
animals are hit by motor vehicles.
Vultures patrol the air, finding and
cleaning up the carcasses.

Many other animals would get sick
from eating carrion, possibly contract-
ing botulism, but it doesn't bother the
vultures. Powerful acids in a vulture's
stomach are able to kill harmful bac-
teria and viruses.

Their genus, Cathartes, means
“purifier.” By studying the vulture's
effective purification system, scientists
may learn how to halt potential out-
breaks of deadly diseases.

Not a raptor, not a 
buzzard

All birds of prey (raptors) share a
few characteristics: acute eyesight
and hearing; powerful wings; sharp,
curved beak; and powerful feet with
sharp talons for catching and killing
prey. 

Turkey and black vultures have not
evolved the raptor-like feet because
their prey does not put up much of a
fight. They also have weaker, thinner
beaks.

Consequently, these American vul-
tures are more closely replated to
storks and ibises than raptors.

“Buzzard” is the name for some
European hawks in the same family as
our red-tailed hawk. Early American
colonists incorrectly used the term to
describe vultures, and it stuck.

The turkey vulture is easily identi-
fied, even from a great distance, by
its habit of rocking from side to side
as it soars. Long grey patches are
also visible at the back of its black
wings, which are held slightly raised,
in a shallow “V.” 

The smaller black vulture flaps
more and has grey patches at just the
tips of its wings.

Vultures are among the most
skilled gliders in the world. Using
thermals, they migrate across the
continent expending minimal energy.
Once they find a thermal, they allow it
to carry them upward, making lazy
circles in the sky. When they reach
the top of the thermal, they begin to
soar, looking for road kill or other
dead animals. They also watch for
other vultures that may have already
discovered a meal, then swoop in to
join them.   

They can also dive across the sky
at speeds near 60 miles per hour, los-
ing altitude until they reach another
thermal. Turkey vultures, with their
light, buoyant body and six-foot
wingspan can do this without ever
flapping a wing.

Where vultures hang out
One of the largest gathering of

turkey and black vultures in the coun-
try is at Reed Bingham State Park
in Adel, Georgia. 

“Many of them are year-round resi-
dents, but the population is tripled in
the winter,” Chet Powell, the Park
Director, said. 

“We estimate the winter population
at between 3,000 to 5,000. They
begin to arrive at the end of
November and leave by March. We've
got people living near here who are
90 and 100 years old and remember
the vultures always coming. Every
year they show up in the same area,
even the same trees, to roost.”

The Friends of Reed Bingham State
Park usually host their Annual
Buzzard Festival in January. Vulture
viewing is best in early morning and
late afternoon.

Reed Bingham is located six miles

west of Interstate 75 near Adel, which
is about 90 miles north of Tallahassee.
Take Exit 39 west on Georgia 37. Park
entrances are well-marked.

Engrossed in Vultures
at Wakulla Springs
By Sandy Beck

At first light, when fog floats
above the Wakulla River
and birdsong fills 
the frigid February air,
dozens of dark shapes appear,

silhouetted against the grey sky 
and mirrored on the water. 
Vultures fill the branches 
of nearly every tree.

In fall, black vultures travel
to Wakulla Springs with the prettier
warblers, harriers and ducks.
They sleep in tall cypress trees
and, at dawn 

descend, like a bunch of hooligans,
on the river boats, pecking 
at life preservers and shredding 
vinyl seats, then lounge 
on park benches and wade 
with tourists on the beach.

While the birds were out to lunch 
park rangers hung vulture effigies 
upside down in the trees. 
Unfazed, the birds returned 
and bedded down with them.

Big, bald-headed scavengers
aren't always appreciated. 
For all the good they do,
vultures get under some people's 

skin.

They stomp on their food 
and stick their bald heads 
into gooey body cavities.
They pee on their feet 
to cool off and kill
that nasty toe jam. 

But try to imagine our world 
without this voracious clean-up    

crew. 
The great piles of dead bodies. 
The stench. The disease. 
Actually, some of my best friends 
eat dead animals.

When warm winds return 
to the river, hundreds
of long, dark wings rise
effortlessly, turn north,
then spiral out of sight. 

Black vulture drinks at the beach at Wakulla Springs State Park
PHOTO/Sandy Beck

Cool Vulture Facts

= A group of vultures is called
a "Venue." Circling vultures are
a "Kettle."
= American vultures do not 
circle a dying animal (only in old
cowboy movies!).
= Turkey vultures will not feed
on live prey, but black vultures
may occasionally kill young or
weak animals.
= Vulture poop is actually a
sanitizer. Their uric acid is so
strong that it kills bacteria.
= Black vultures take advan-

tage of the turkey vulture’s
sense of smell by following them
to carcasses then sometimes
pushing aside the less aggres-
sive turkey vultures.

Deadpan humor
A vulture walks onto an air-

plane. The flight attendant says,
"Would you like me to put your
suitcase in the luggage compart-
ment for you, sir?" 

The vulture says, "No thanks.
It's carrion."

RIP

From the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation
Commission

Vultures are federal and state
protection, therefore it is unlawful
to shoot or harass them without a
permit from the FWC. If however,
the vulture is tearing up a screen
porch, or chewing up shingles or
roofs, then you may want to con-
sider scaring them away. Call the
Wildlife Services group of the
United States Department of
Agriculture at 352-377-5556.
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- Gift certificate to
Panhandle Pet
Supply 

- Carpenters to
repair cages 

- Heating pads,
NOT auto shut-off

- Plastic kennels

- Large parrot
cages

- Humane, live
traps

- Esbilac puppy
milk replacer

- KMR kitten milk
replacer 

- Paper towels 

- Unsalted
peanuts in the
shell

- Sunflower seed

- Wild bird seed 

- Cracked corn 

- Laundry 
detergent 

- Bleach,
unscented 

- Liquid 
anti-bacterial
hand soap 

Medical Supplies,
such as
- sterile gauze
pads 
- gloves
- syringes
- LactatedRingers 

Big Items
- Vinyl Floor for
Hospital
- Incubator
- Brooder
- Golf Cart
- ATV
- Utility Trailer

Wildl i fe Wish List

Wild Poetry at Buck Lake Elementary

Peregrine falcon recovers at St. Francis Wildlife

This magnificent peregrine falcon was recently rescued from the
roadside in Carrabelle, Florida suffering from a concussion. Peregrine
falcons follow the coastline every year during their fall migration, some
from as far away as the Arctic. He is recovering at the St. Francis
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center and will be released soon.

PHOTO/ Jon Johnson

A most spectacular bird
Agility, speed, power – these are fitting adjectives describing the flight of

the peregrine falcon, the world's fastest bird.This skillful hunter, famous for its
ability to snatch birds right out of the sky, has awed many a bird watcher for-
tunate enough to witness its stooping flight – the term used to describe this
bird's steep downward plunge, with wings partially closed, at speeds that can
exceed 150 mph. Such deadly stealth is effective on doves, shorebirds and
ducks, the peregrine's favorite prey.

Just as spectacular has been the peregrine's comeback from severe popula-
tion declines resulting from the widespread use, beginning in the 1940s, of
pesticides such as DDT. The pesticides caused peregrines to lay thin-shelled
eggs that broke during incubation.The result was a precipitous drop in the
peregrine population on the continent, from nearly 20,000 birds earlier in the
century, to a record low of about 650 birds by 1965. At that point, the species
was no longer found east of the Mississippi, and populations in the west had
declined by as much as 90 percent. Captive breeding programs were begun in
the 1960s and, following the ban of DDT in the 1970s, captive-reared pere-
grines were released into their former range. As of the end of 2002, there are
at least 1,650 peregrine breeding pairs in the United States and Canada. The
American peregrine falcon is listed as an endangered species.

Peregrine falcons don't breed in Florida, but like many northern breeders,
some spend the winter here. They are regularly spotted during spring and fall
migrations as they move between northern breeding grounds and wintering
areas in Central and South America. A good place to watch for them in fall or
winter is over open terrain, particularly coastal shorelines and wetlands.

Courtesy of the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, myfwc.com

Hope is the thing with     
feathers

That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without   

the words,
And never stops at all.

Emily Dickinson

Post Printing
Graphic Designers
Web and Sheet Printers
Mailers

301 N. Crawford Street
P.O. Box 277 Bainbridge GA  31718-0277
Phone: 229-246-2827 &  800-521-5232  
postprint@thepostsearchlight.com

October 23, The Wild Classroom visited Linda Andrews’ third-grade
students at Buck Lake Elementary. Wide-eyed students met several
permanently disabled birds of prey, including a red-tailed hawk, a great
horned owl and a Mississippi kite. They learned how the birds came to
St. Francis Wildlife and what they could do to help wildlife. 

Education director Sandy Beck also introduced some new poetic
forms which students tried out after they learned about the hawk’s 
legendary vision. The children imagined what they would see if they
were in a hawk’s eye.  

Here are two of the students’ poems and their drawings of Jamaica,
the red-tailed hawk.

If I were in a hawk’s eye, 
I would see
fibers in a shirt collar,
dust on an old arm chair,
a cricket bat in London,
an ant jumping off a diving board,
a barn owl’s feathers at night,
ducks in a pond in Central Park,
an osprey soaring a thousand miles        

away
and lint in an emporer’s pantaloons.

Kathryn

If I were in a hawk’s eye, 
I would see
a cheetah in a tree in South America,
a tiny, purple flea on a horse’s back,
a banana spider in a cup of cider.

Alaina

TT hh e We W ii ldld
CC ll aa ss ss roro oomm
Unique programs feature 

non-releasable wildlife from
St. Francis Wildlife.

Contact us to schedule a 
Wild Classroom program for your

Classroom, Assembly, Club Meeting
or Special Event.

Sandy Beck, Education Director 

sbeck@wildclassroom.net      
850.528.0823

ww ww ww.w.w ii ldld cc ll aa ss ss roro oo mm .. nn etet
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Please renew 
your support today!
You will receive the . . . 

= Wildlife Matters quarterly newsletter. 

= Satisfaction of helping wild animals
unable to care for themselves.

= Wild Card 
New and renewing supporters at the $50 level   
or higher also receive the St. Francis Wildlife 
Wild Card. Present it at many of our    
Community Conservation Partner businesses.   
See list on-line at www.stfranciswildlife.org   

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 
TOLL-FREE (800.435.7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

St. Francis of Assisi Wildlife Association, Inc. Registration #: CH4537.

Donation Form Mail To:  St. Francis Wildlife Association
(Fall 2007) P.O. Box 38160, Tallahassee, FL, 32315

PLEASE PRINT 

Name_______________________________________________________   Date_________________

E-mail Address______________________________________________________________________

Home Address______________________________________________________________________  

City__________________________________ State_________________ Zip Code_______________

How would you prefer to receive our quarterly newsletter, Wildlife Matters? Please check one.

____ I prefer to have a printed copy of Wildlife Matters mailed to my home.

____ I prefer to read it on-line. (It is a large PDF file, 3 MB, which would require a high-speed connection.)

Please check the appropriate boxes and return this form with your tax-deductible donation.

Donor Levels: cc Chickadee, $25 cc Cardinal, $35 cc Barred Owl, $50 cc Great Blue Heron, $75

cc Great Horned Owl, $100 cc Peregrine Falcon, $150      cc Bald Eagle, $200  cc Wildlife Angel, $300 

Please contact me about: cc Volunteering. cc Community Conservation Business Partnership.    cc Education Programs.

Would you like to see your ad
in Wildlife Matters? Become
a Community Conservation
Partner.

For a tax-deductible donation, 
business partners receive ads in our
newsletter Wildlife Matters and a link
on our web site.

For more details about this
Community Conservation Partnership
program for local businesses, contact: 

Barbara Barnett
bbsullivan@comcast.net

850.562.4379 
www.stfranciswildlife.org/ccp.html

Whoo knew?
= Owls see primarily in black and
white.
= Owls can turn their heads
about 270 degrees.
= Fossil owls date back 40 to 65
million years.
= Owl ear tufts are not ears,
they are used for camouflage.
= In most species, females are
larger than males.
= Owls range in size from two
ounces to eight pounds.
= A group of Owls is called a
parliament.
= The world’s smallest owl is the
elf owl which is just five to six
inches long from the top of the
head to the end of its tail.
= Florida’s smallest owl is the
eastern screech owl – eight to
nine inches long. Barred Owl                                  PHOTO/ Sandy Beck

Community Conservation Partner in the Spotlight:
Durra Quick Print 
334 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee   850.681.2900

By Sandy Beck

Fifteen years ago, Rick and Frankie Allen invited St. Francis Wildlife
to speak to the Sunday school class at the St. Francis of Assisi Church
on Old Bainbridge Road. After the program, Rick said, “I own a print
shop in town. Let me know if there’s ever anything I can do to help
you.”

Since then, Rick has generously donated the printing of St. Francis
Wildlife’s brochures, educational handouts, event signs, raffle tickets
and medical record forms for our wild patients. Whatever our printing
needs, Rick says, “Sure.”

“Wildlife is part of God’s creation; that’s enough reason to do what-
ever we can to help.”

We hope Durra Quick Print knows how much we appreciate them.

Photo, left to right, Durra Quick Print’s friendly staff:  Clark, Greg,
Rick, Milissa, Dixon and Derick with Rick’s beloved Touring Harley.

PHOTO/ Sandy Beck
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Looking for a unique gift for the holidays?
Take one of St. Francis Wildlife’s wild things under your wing

in the name of a special family member or friend.
Get your holiday shopping done early, and help St. Francis Wildlife at the same time! Adopt a 

permanently disabled bird of prey in the name of your special person. Unlike ordinary gifts, yours will be
appreciated all year long. 

Your adoption helps finance the care, feeding and medical treatment for a permanently disabled member
of The Wild Classroom outreach education program. It also helps St. Francis Wildlife provide humane care
for the 3,500 sick, injured and orphaned wild animals we care for each year.  

You will receive an official adoption package that includes a color photo of your chosen bird, an adoption
certificate, his or her personal history and general information about the species. The adoptive parent will
also receive our newsletter, Wildlife Matters, for one year and be acknowledged in the next issue.

Simply fill in the form below. For additional adoptions please copy this page or print forms on our 
web site: www.stfranciswildlife.org/adoption.html. Please don’t delay so that we will be able to send you the
adoption package in time for the holidays.

Red-tailed Hawk $75

Adoption Candidates

Adoption Form
Date____________

Name  __________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City ______________________ State_____ Zip _________

This gift is for:

Name ___________________________________________

Address_________________________________________

City ______________________ State_____ Zip _________

Adopted Species _______________________

Send to me by (date) ___________________

I am enclosing a check for $ ________

Please make your check payable to The St. Francis Wildlife
Association. Mail completed form and check to:

Adopt-an-Animal Program
St. Francis Wildlife Association

P.O. Box 38160
Tallahassee, FL  32303

Mississippi Kite $50

Barred Owl $50

Great Horned Owl $75

Screech Owl $35

America Kestrel $35

Thank you, Tallahassee Downtown
Improvement Authority, Downtown
Market Place and Allen Thompson

for hosting our 6th Annual 

Owl-O-Ween party! 

FAMU Sistuhs, Inc. volunteers, thank you
for painting spectacular owl faces!

Our great volunteers, left to right:Melissa,
Barb, Alicia, Jan, Sandy, Erin and Kirsten.

PaPa nn hh aa nn dd ll e Pet Se Pet S uu pppp ll yy
TT hh e Exe Ex pp ee rr tt s Ws W hh o Loo Lo ve Ave A nn ii mm aa ll ss

Three Convenient Locations
3661 N. Monroe 

Next to the Post Office

400 Capital Circle SE 
Harvey's shopping center

1700 N. Monroe 
Publix/Lake Ella Shopping Center

HH ee lp Stlp St. F. Frr aa nn cc ii s Ws W ii ldld ll ii fe fefe fe ee d ad a nn ii mm aa ll ss !!
St. Francis Wildlife buys their baby 
formula and other supplies from us.

Purchase a gift certificate for them at 
our store at 3661 N. Monroe, 

or call us at 562-4100.

NANCY E. PHILLIPS, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

428 E. College
Tallahassee, Florida  32301

Telephone 224-1213
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Events Calendar
Please join us at these community events. 

On-line calendar: www.stfranciswildlife.org.

= Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
December 14, 15 and 16
Wrap up your holiday shopping at
Borders! 
Friday, Dec. 14:  6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15:  9 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16:  11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Borders at 1302 Apalachee Pkwy

St. Francis Wildlife volunteers will wrap all
your purchases for a donation that helps sick,
injured and orphaned wildlife.

= Saturday, January 19
Native Nurseries Wildlife Celebration, 
10 a.m. – Noon 
Native Nurseries, 1661 Centerville Rd.
Save on quality birdseed, and a portion of each sale
benefits the Tallahassee Museum. Bring your children
for a close-up encounter with hawks, owls and a vul-
ture from St. Francis Wildlife and the Tallahassee
Museum and Native Nurseries resident red rat snake
Checkers. Children make pine cone/suet feeders. Hot
cider. Details at 386-8882. 

= Saturday, February 23
Magnet Lab Open House, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory,
1800 E. Paul Dirac Drive, Tallahassee.

Thousands of people come to The National High
Magnetic Field Laboratory in Tallahassee to talk to
scientists, view more than 100 demonstrations and
do some hands-on experimenting of their own.
Displays by many local science-related organizations,
including St. Francis Wildlife! www.magnet.fsu.edu.

If you find sick, injured
or orphaned wildlife

= Call us at 850.386.6296, 
or take it (day or night) to the
Northwood Animal Hospital, 
1881 N. Martin Luther King Blvd.,
Tallahassee (just north of the Post Office)

= Transport wildlife in a warm, dark
box with holes punched in the lid. Keep it
quiet, and handle it as little as possible.

= Do NOT give it food or water.

= NEVER handle raccoons, foxes,
bats or any mammals (even babies) that
could carry rabies. Call us.

Florida’s squirrels, opossums and rabbits
are not known to carry rabies.

= When calling to report an 
animal injured on a road, note
exactly where it is (“1.4 miles west of exit
27 on the north side of I-10”) and, if possi-
ble, leave a marker, like a towel tied to a
tree limb. 

For more information 
on wildlife rescue:  

www.stfranciswildlife.org.

The best little spot 
in Tallahassee to store 

all your stuff 

2424 Monticello Dr.
850-385-7266

850.229.0229
www.electronet.net

2701 N. Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL
850-385-5141

www.nfah.petplace.com

Please be 
a responsible pet owner.
Twenty percent of injured and
orphaned wildlife St. Francis
Wildlife rescues every year 

have been attacked by pets.
Help wildlife by making your 

cat an indoor pet. 

                                          


